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COV
achieves 43% of target on sixth day

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

Although, Karnataka comnti-
nues to lead with the highest
number of healthcare work-
ers getting vaccinated com-
pared to other States, the ov-
erall coverage is just a little
above 55% so far.

As on Thursday, a total of
1,31,515 healthcare workers
of the targeted 2,36,812 have
been vaccinated. On Thurs-
day, the sixth day after vacci-
nation began on January 16,
the State achieved a cover-
age of 43% with 14,108 of the
day’s targeted 32,773 coming
forward to take the jab.

While vaccination was not
held in Haveri, Uttara Kanna-
da, and Yadgir districts,
Chamarajanagar recorded
the lowest coverage with 18%
and Mandya recorded the
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Vaccination drive under way at Rail Wheel Factory Hospitalin
Bengaluru on Thursday. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

highest coverage with 82%.
With vaccine hesitancy
being one of the main causes
for the targets not being met,
sources said the use of Co-
vaxin in six districts where
healthcare workers have no
choice (and will not be vacci-
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nated if they do not give con-
sent) has added to the pro-
blem. The State received
20,000 doses of Covaxin
and it was allotted to district
hospitals in Chamarajana-
gar, Hassan, Chikkamagalu-
ru, Shivamogga, Davangere,

‘Heart attack deaths not linked to jab

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU
The deaths of two health-
care workers — a Group ‘D’
employee in Sandur and a
doctor in Shivamogga — two
days after getting vaccinated
cannot be linked to the jab,
said C.N. Manjunath, direc-
tor of Sri Jayadeva Institute
of Cardiovascular Sciences.

Dr. Manjunath, who took
the vaccine shot on Thurs-
day, told The Hindu that the
vaccine against COVID-19
does not cause heart attack.
However, some coincidental
events can happen.

The doctor said: “During

the active phase of a CO-
VID-19 infection or post CO-
VID-19, there is inflamma-
tion of blood vessels with
propensity for clot forma-
tion. This can cause heart at-
tacks. However, as the vac-
cine contains inactivated
virus, it is immunogenic and
hence, produces antibodies
but not the inflammation,”
he explained.

Asserting that both the
persons who died had co-
morbidities, Dr. Manjunath
said the doctor, who died in
Shivamogga, had undergone
a bypass surgery in the past.

“It is just a coincidence,”

he said. “Taking vaccine is
the only way we can end this
pandemic. I took it and near-
ly 85% of the day’s target of
1,100 employees at our insti-
tute took it, and we are fine.
Healthcare workers should
volunteer for vaccination
without fear and apprehen-
sion as it is safe. Mild fever,
injection site pain, and fa-
tigue are not side effects but
effects of vaccine. If more
and more people take it, pu-
blic confidence can be
boosted and thereby, we can
achieve herd immunity on
expected lines,” Dr. Manju-
nath added.

-19 vaccination: Karnataka

and Ballari. This even as con-
cerns over the lack of sub-
stantial efficacy data of Co-
vaxin still exist. Sources said
most healthcare workers in
these district hospitals are
hesitant to take Covaxin.

Members of Karnataka As-
sociation of Resident Doc-
tors (KARD) had written to
the Minister for Health and
Family Welfare demanding
that they be allowed to
choose the vaccine. These
resident doctors demanded
that house surgeons, post-
graduates, and super spe-
ciality residents of govern-
ment medical and dental
colleges should be provided
vaccines that have shown re-
sults with respect to safety
and efficacy. They have also
stated that the vaccines
which have got results of
phase III should be given.

“As this is a new vaccine,
the government should have
introduced Covaxin only af-
ter the phase 3 clinical trials
were completed. Maybe the
response would have been
much better if only Covish-
ield was introduced,” sourc-
es said.

According to the media
bulletin released by the
Health Department, a total
of seven serious adverse
events following immunisa-

tion (AEFI) have been report-

ed in the State so far. No ma-
jor AEFI was reported on
Thursday. In BBMP limits, a
total of 23 minor AEFI were
reported on Thursday. These
included 22 in West Zone
and one in South Zone,
BBMP officials said.
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674 new cases, two
deaths reported

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

The State on Thursday reported 674 new cas-
es of COVID-19, taking the total to 9,34,252.
With two deaths, the toll rose to 12,187. This
is apart from 19 deaths of patients due to
non-COVID-19 reasons.

As many as 815 persons were discharged
on Thursday, taking the total recoveries to
9,14,492. Of the remaining 7,554 active pa-
tients, 171 are being monitored in the ICU.
While the positivity rate for the day stood at
0.75%, the Case Fatality Rate (CFR) touched
0.29%.

Bengaluru Urban reported 371 cases, tak-
ing its tally to 3,96,140. With one death com-
ing from Bengaluru, the toll in the district
rose to 4,373. Active cases in Bengaluru re-
duced to 4,997. As many as 88,855 tests were
conducted in the last 24 hours, including
81,699 RT-PCR tests. With this, the total tests
are 1,63,06,6009.
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Modi likely to
get the jab
in Phase 2

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

As the COVID-19 vaccina-
tion campaign continues
with varying degrees of en-
thusiasm in the country,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and many Chief Mi-
nisters are likely to get the
jab in the second phase of
the drive for those over 50
years of age.

Mr. Modi, in a videocon-
ference with the Chief Mi-
nisters just before the
launch of the nationwide
drive, said politicians
should not jump the queue
for vaccination, as the first
round was for frontline
workers in the health and
law enforcement sectors,
government sources not-
ed.

“In the same vein, he
said politicians would get
their turn in the second
phase when senior citizens
will be vaccinated,” a go-
vernment official said.

“There is nothing new in
the plan that was originally
thought up,” the official
added.

As the campaign pro-
gresses, optics of Mr. Modi
getting the jab could go a
long way in addressing
concerns of vaccine scep-
tics. In the campaign since
January 16, the target could
not be achieved.

Slow offtake

Several reasons are being
attributed to the slow off-
take with software glitches,
adverse events, and uncer-
tainty over the efficacy of
the vaccine being among
the many reasons.

It is unclear whether the
Prime Minister will take
Covishield or Covaxin.

Meanwhile, under “vac-
cine diplomacy”, assis-
tance has been promised
for Bhutan, Maldives, Ban-
gladesh, Nepal, Mauritius
and Seychelles.



SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

V.K. Sasikala, aide to late Ta-
mil Nadu Chief Minister Jaya-
lalithaa, who was hospital-
ised on Wednesday evening
with fever, breathlessness
and cough, tested positive
for COVID-19 late on Thurs-
day night.

Doctors said her condi-
tion is stable as of now.

The 63-year-old, who is
serving a jail term at the Pa-
rappana Agrahara Prison
here, is scheduled to be re-
leased on January 27.

She was earlier diagnosed
with severe acute respirato-
ry illness (SARI) and had
been shifted to the ICU in
Victoria Hospital. However,
her CT Thorax showed fea-
tures suggestive of severe
respiratory infection. Alth-
ough she had initially tested
negative for COVID-19, doc-
tors did further tests.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The cumulative number of
healthcare workers vaccinat-
ed against COVID-19 has
touched 9,99,065 (till 6 p.m.
on Thursday) through a total
of 18,159 sessions, according
to a provisional report.

A total of 4,041 sessions
were held till 6 p.m. on
Thursday, and 1,92,581 be-
neficiaries were vaccinated
on the sixth day of the na-
tionwide COVID-19 vaccina-
tion, said the Health Ministry
on Thursday, adding that
there are no cases of serious/
severe AEFI (adverse event
following immunisation) at-
tributable to vaccination till
date.

The Ministry said that 187
minor AEFIs have been re-
ported till 6 p.m. on the sixth
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Sasikala tests COVID-19 positive

Aide to late Tamil Nadu CM Jayalalithaa shifted to ICU; condition stable, say doctors

Testing times: V.K. Sasikala being taken to Victoria Hospital
from Bowring hospital in Bengaluru on Thursday. =pmi

Victoria Hospital Medical
Superintendent ~ Ramesh
Krishna K. told The Hindu
that her general condition is
stable. She has Type 2 dia-
betes, hypertension and hy-
pothyroidism, apart from
SARI symptoms. She was re-

ferred to Victoria Hospital
from the Bowring and Lady
Curzon Hospital on Thurs-
day morning, he said.

C.R. Jayanthi, Dean and
Director, Bengaluru Medical
College and Research Insti-
tute, to which Victoria Hos-

pital is affiliated, said Sasika-
la’s first COVID-19 test at
Bowring Hospital was nega-
tive. “However, since her CT
scores were high, we again
did a rapid antigen test at
Victoria, which was also ne-
gative. Following that, we
collected samples for TRU-
NAT and RT-PCR tests and
they have returned positive.”
“We are shifting her to the
COVID Block ICU at the Trau-
ma and Emergency Care
Centre, the dedicated COVID
facility on Victoria Hospital
campus. She is being contin-
uously monitored and treat-
ed with antibiotics, antiviral
drugs, insulin, heparin, ste-
roids, and other supportive
measures,” the doctor said.
Sasikala was sentenced to
four years’ imprisonment in
February 2017 in a 366 crore

disproportionate assets
case. She was later expelled
from the AIADMK.
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Co-WIN platform gets upgrade

1,92,581 beneficiaries inoculated on sixth day of nationwide COVID-19 vaccination

=

getting vaccinated in New Delhi. ssHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

day of the vaccination drive.
It added that an enhance-
ment in Co-WIN software has
been introduced to cater to
the creation of more session
sites, more sessions per site,
and a change in site location,
which is now allowed.

“The enhanced version al-
so allows planning and sche-
duling the sessions for entire
week and works for the en-
hanced safety of the benefici-
aries, tagging of contraindi-
cations. These new features
are being enabled in vaccina-

tor module,” the Ministry
said. Health Minister Harsh
Vardhan, on Thursday, un-
veiled an IEC (information,
education, communication)
campaign with a series of
posters to address the issue
of COVID-19 vaccine hesitan-
cy, stating that India is one of
the few countries to halt the
march of COVID-19 and si-
multaneously develop a vac-
cine for COVID-19.

“A handful of vested polit-
ical interests who are inter-
ested in spreading rumours
and encouraging vaccine
hesitancy among those vul-
nerable to such propaganda
in the population. The para-
dox is that countries across
the globe are asking us for ac-
cess to the vaccines, while a
section of our own is misin-
formed,” he added.
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Disaster management
plan ready for Aero India

It'1l help lessen time to mobilise resources

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

An Off-site Disaster Manage-
ment Plan has been formulat-
ed by the Revenue Depart-
ment for a structured and
planned response to any
emergency outside the Air
Force Station premises, relat-
ed to Aero India 2021.

The plan will help reduce
the time taken to mobilise re-
sources for an effective res-
ponse and enable a harmo-
nious relationship among all
stakeholders, Karnataka
State Disaster Management
Authority (KSDMA) Commis-
sioner Manoj Rajan has told
The Hindu.

The plan identifies trigger
points for various response
actions and integrates such
actions as per the SOP of the
department/agency con-
cerned. The plan was initiat-
ed through a series of meet-

ings by the Revenue
Department with officers of
IAF, HAL, BBMP, DCs of Ben-
galuru Urban and Rural Dis-
tricts, Bengaluru City Police,
Fire and Emergency Servic-
es, and other agencies. It was
prepared based on the spatial
analysis of the venue and the
surroundings; probable ha-
zards; resource mapping,
SOPs, and Incident Com-
mand Control Centre (ICCC),
the official said.

Mr. Rajan said an exclusive
GIS portal has been deve-
loped by the Karnataka Re-
mote Sensing Application
Center [http://dev.ksrsac.in/
aeroshow/] where the on-site
and off-site plans are integrat-
ed. The deployment of teams
and equipment by depart-
ments concerned will be
uploaded on the portal for re-
source mapping and coordi-
nated response.



STAFF REPORTER
BENGALURU

A year after the Brexit deal
and amidst the vaccination
drive against COVID-19, the
United Kingdom will roll out
measures aimed at attract-
ing students and skilled la-
bour from countries such as
India.

Among these are post-
study work visas and flexi-
bility in points awarded to
different aspects, such as
English language ability and
skills for work visas, said
British Deputy High Com-
missioner to Karnataka and
Kerala, Jeremy Pilmore-Bed-
ford at a virtual press brief-
ing here on Thursday.

“Points will be awarded
for a job offer at the appro-
priate skill level, if they
speak English and meet the
appropriate salary thresh-
old. This allows greater flex-
ibility. Before, there were li-
mited chances of obtaining
a visa if, for example, you
did well in English but had
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‘UK. will take measures to
attract students, skilled labour”

India will benefit from these steps, says British Deputy High Commissioner

no skills. About half of our
entrepreneur visas are from
India. So given the large
share, India will certainly
benefit,” he said.

According to the British
Deputy High Commission-
er, as far as work visas are
concerned, Indians account
for almost half (45%) of all
tier 2 visas (skilled worker
visa) granted, but the num-
ber of grants fell by 36% to
36,219 in the year ending
September 2020. There
were increases for Nigeria
(+19%) and Egypt (+9%).

On the other hand, with
regard to student visas, In-
dians saw a notable in-
crease in the number of tier
4 visas granted. “India was
the only one to see a large
increase and now account
for 26% of all tier 4 visas in
the year ending September
2020, up from 11% a year
earlier.

While tier 4 visas to In-
dians decreased by 6,444 or
48% from April-August

2020 compared to the same
period in 2019 due to CO-
VID-19, the significant in-
crease in other months of
the year ending September
2020 sustained a notable in-
crease compared to 2019,”
details shared by the com-
mission said.

For the year ending Sep-
tember 2020, there were
just over one million appli-
cations for visitor visas, a
decrease of 61% compared
to the previous year.

However, COVID conces-
sions were doled out for stu-
dents, with those starting
their studies in the one year
master’s degree courses in
January 2021 still being elig-
ible to apply for the Grad-
uate Route even if they are
studying remotely, provid-
ed they are in the UK. by
September 27, 2021 and
complete the final semester
of their studies in the U.K.
Students who were starting
courses in summer and au-
tumn 2020 could still be

eligible for the Graduate
Route, provided they are in
the U.K. by April 6, 2021 and
meet the other require-
ments of the route.

Speaking about the ongo-
ing vaccination drive, Mr.
Pilmore-Bedford said the
U.K. is “very keen to ensure
that the vaccine is available
to most people around the
world,” and that India is an
ideal partnership for this
because of its vaccine ma-
nufacturing capacity.

“For the U.K., the Prime
Minister is working on get-
ting sufficient people vacci-
nated by March. Most of En-
gland is in tier 4, but the
hope is that by the end of
March, people will move
out of severe tierage. The
goal is to have the whole of
adult population vaccinated
by summer,” he said.
Though the emergence of
new variants of the virus is
certain, our scientists will
be ahead of the game, he
said.
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HC notice on illegal
construction in park

Culprits include government agencies, alleges petitioner

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court
on Thursday ordered issue
of notice to the State go-
vernment on a PIL petition
seeking action against con-
structions put up illegally
in the notified Cubbon
Park area by various organ-
isations, including agen-
cies of the government.

A division bench com-
prising Chief Justice Abhay
Shreeniwas Oka and Justice
Sachin Shankar Magadum
passed the order on a peti-
tion filed by Cubbon Park
Walkers® Association.

Pointing out that Cub-
bon Park is notified under
the Karnataka Parks, Play
Fields and Open Spaces
(Preservation and Regula-
tion) Act, 1985, the peti-
tioner has stated that sever-
al constructions were
carried out illegally despite
the High Court in 2001
specifically directing the
government not to allow
any new construction in
the notified area without
taking clearance from the
court before proceeding
with the construction.

New structures

The Public Works Depart-
ment permitted construc-
tion by Bangalore Water
Supply and Sewerage

Cubbon Park is notified under the I<arhétéké Pa}lgs, F’lay

Fields and Open Spaces (Preservation and Regulation) Act,

1985. =K. MURALI KUMAR

Board, the Century Club,
the Karnataka State Lawn
Tennis Association, the
Karnataka Government Se-
cretariat Club, the Karnata-
ka State Government Em-
ployees’ Association, the
Press Club of Bangalore,
and the Young Men’s Chris-
tian Association, who are
operating in the area
leased to them, the peti-
tioner has alleged.

The Century Club had
put up several structures,
including a swimming
pool, the Government Se-
cretariat Club had built a
generator room and tennis
courts, the Lawn Tennis
Association had built a
swimming pool, an extra
room and other structures,
and the BWSSB had built a

tertiary treatment plant,
the petitioner pointed out.

The bench decided to
hear the petition again on
Friday after petitioner’s ad-
vocate Shankaranarayana
Rao B.V. sought an interim
order to restrain further
construction by the Horti-
cultural Department,
which is maintaining the
Cubbon Park, while the
State Government Em-
ployees’ Association has
commenced construction
of a new hall in addition to
the “NGO Hall” built
earlier.

The petitioner has also
stated that all the construc-
tions carried out in viola-
tion of the 2001 directions
of the High Court should be
demolished.
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India to clear vaccine
exports to Brazil today

Delay led to a flurry of messages from Bolsonaro govt.

SUHASINI HAIDAR

NEW DELHI

Brazil is set to receive the go-
ahead from the Indian go-
vernment on Friday to col-
lect two million doses of the
Covishield vaccine made by
the Serum Institute, two
weeks after Brazilian Presi-
dent Jair Bolsonaro request-
ed Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for their “urgent” clea-
rance, sources confirmed to
The Hindu. The consign-
ment, which was due to be
collected by a special Brazi-
lian plane last week, was de-
layed as the government had
not yet finalised its plans for
exports of Indian-made vac-
cines.

The delay had led to a
flurry of messages from Bra-
zil, and External Affairs Mi-
nister S. Jaishankar had spo-
ken to his Brazilian
counterpart Ernesto Araujo
ta reassure him on January
16. “The Minister assured
[Mr. Araujo] of our support
and confirmation that the
[consignment] will be going
as planned,” a source said.

After the clearance of
grant assistance of the vac-
cines to neighbouring coun-
tries, officials confirmed that
Brazil is among the “key
partners” who would re-
ceive export permissions for
their orders next.

Brazil had first turned to
India for the Covishield vac-
cine earlier this month to
tide over the gap in produc-
tion of its own units amid an
emerging health crisis. In a
letter to Mr. Modi on January
8, Mr. Bolsonaro asked him
to “expedite the shipping” of
the consignment contracted
earlier, and his government
had announced that it was
sending a special plane to
collect the vaccines on Janu-

ary 14.
However, after India re-

Urgent need: A Guarani indigenous man is inoculated with the
Sinovac Biotech's CoronaVac vaccine in Brazil, =are

Nepal, Bangladesh thank India

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Prime Ministers of
Nepal and Bangladesh
thanked the Indian
leadership and the people
of India after Kathmandu
and Dhaka received on
Thursday two large

fused to give the “technical
clearances” in time for the
plane, Mr. Bolsonaro decid-
ed to go ahead with its vacci-
nation programme using
Chinese-developed Sinovac
that had been manufactured
at a local institute.

In an operation conclud-
ed on Tuesday, Brazilian
Health Minister Eduardo Pa-
zuello announced that the
country had distributed six
million doses of Sinovac,
manufactured by the Butan-
tan Institute to all of Brazil’s
27 States in order to com-
plete the first phase of vacci-
nating frontline workers.

The decision was a major
U-turn for Mr. Bolsonaro,
wha earlier rejected the Chi-
nese Vaccine over concerns
about its efficacy and vowed
to cancel all contracts of Si-
novac “on his watch”, and
signals the pressure he is un-

consignments of the
Covishield vaccine made by
the Serum Institute of India.
The two South Asian
leaders spoke as India
prepared 1.5 million
Covishield doses that will be
flown to Myanmar in a
special flight on Friday.

der about his government’s
handling of the pandemic.

Brazilian officials said
they now await confirmation
from India so that they could
resend their special plane.

“We still do need the In-
dian-made vaccines that
have been contracted for,”
one official said.

Brazil’s first phase of vac-
cination will target 49 mil-
lion people out of its total
population of 212 million.

Health regulator ANVISA
has cleared both Sinovac
and the U.K’s AstraZeneca
vaccine, both of which will
be manufactured in Brazil.

However, officials said the
speed was of the essence, gi-
ven more than 2,13,000 Bra-
zilians have died of CO-
VID-19, and the country has
faced shortages of medical
supplies, oxygen tanks and,
Nnow vaccines.



India, in Pune on Thursday.rmi

Five killed in Serum Institute fire

MRITYUNJAY BOSE out at an under-installation

Smoke billows out from a facility at the Serum Institute of

KALYAN RAY
NEW DELHI, DHNS

With more than 40% of the
targeted population not turn-
ing up for the Covid-19 jabs
even after six days, Union
Health Minister Harsh Vard-
han on Thursday blamed
“vested political interests” for
“spreading rumours and en-
couragingvaccine hesitancy”.

“Itisonlya handful ofvested
political interests who are in-
terestedinspreading rumours

MUMBAI, DHNS

Five people were killed aftera
fire broke outata facilityofthe
Serum Institute of India (SII)
in Pune on Thursday.

The Covishield facility is
safe as the incident happened

complex, which was being
ramped up for BCG vaccine
production, SII CEO Adar
Poonawalla reassured the gov-
ernment and the public that
there will be noloss of Covish-
ield production as multiple
buildingsare keptinreserveto

and encouraging vaccine hes-
itancy among those vulnera-
bleto such propagandainthe
population,” Vardhan said
here after releasing publicity
material featuring eminent
doctorsand medical scientists
rooting for the vaccine.

On the ground, after
six days, only the first mil-

Vardhan slams rumours al

INDIA COVID
CASES ON THURSDAY

Wednesday's cases: 15,2
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Vardhan slams rumoun

VACCINE, FROM PAGE 1

“The paradoxisthatcountries
across the globe are asking
us for access to the vaccines
while a section of our own is
fomenting misinformation
and doubt for narrow polit-
ical ends. Let us put a stop
to these falsehoods. Truth is
powerful and shall prevail,”
Vardhansaid. .
Neither Vardhan' nor
the Union Health Ministry,
however, confirmed reports

claiming Prime Minister .

Modi, the Chief Ministers

“andalargesection of MPs will

takethevaccinein the second
phase when 27 crore Indians
will be vaccinated.

people, the70-yea
Minister, most of
Ministers and bt
Parliamentarians
to be eligible whe:
ond round starts in
of months. -
“The elimination

-and smallpox was m
"sible by large-scale i

sation. Once immuni
only is the person pi
from the disease, he
also unable to tran:
disease to others, th
ing onthesocial bene

‘larger society,” the |

said.

“The vaccination
Covid-19 will similar
persons incapable

T recise —

plan of doing 100 vaccinations
ineach session, theshortfallis
nearly 43%.

The trend is similar even
on the day-to-day vaccination
count. On Thursday, 2,33,530
people got the jabs at 4,043
sessions — a deficit of 42%
from the target.

“Ideally, we should be
reaching 3-4 million per day
to keep the targets realis-
tic. We need to be able to do
about four million per day to
have two doses delivered on
a 300 million priority group
of people by August,” Rijo
John. health economistand a
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Vaccine doesn't cause
heart attack: IJr Manjun.

BENGALURU, DHNS

enowned cardiologist
R}l‘ld director of Sri
ayadeva Institute of
Cardiovascular Sciences and
Research (SJICR)Dr C N

Manjunath, 63, took the first

. dose of the Covid vaccine on

Thursday. So far, 900 staff-
ers at the heart hospital have
been vaccinated.

After two cases of my-
ocardial infarction (MI),
commonly known as heart
attack, in Karnataka, in in-
dividuals who took the Cov-
id vaccine, Dr Manjunath
cleared the air and said Covid
vaccine does not cause a heart
attack.

An MI occurs when blood
flow decreases or stops to
a part of the heart, causing
damage to the heart muscle.
The most common symptom
is chest pain or discomfort
which may travel into the
shoulder, arm, back, neck
or jaw. Two cases of MI were
reported in Shivamogga and
Ballari, ina doctor and group
‘D’worker, respectively. Both
of them were vaccinated and
died subsequently.

“Taking the vaccine is the
only way we can end this

| nandemir T tnal it tndav 1

Dr CNManjunat
director of Sri Jayac
Hospital, gets the C

vaccine on Thursd

ache are not side effec
only effects of the vai
he said.

“With more peoplet
some more will take,
boosts publicconfidenc
way we can achieve he
munityon expected lin
vaccine does notcause:
attack. But some coinci
events can happen. Tak
vaccine is a civic respo
ty. Wewill completeva
ing the rest of 1,200 Ja:

ctaff in tha nave thra
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Follow-up calls to sta

Covaxin recipients to

Dist conﬁﬁl?ddhié, vaccination
site staff monitoring them

w

test (ifany)". .

In Davangere, thisroleis be-
ing assumed by the district-lev-
¢l war room that is already
functioning,

Dr Meenakshi K S, Repro-
ductive and Child Health Of-
ficer (RCHO), Davangeresaid,
“Over the past week, we have

SURAKSHA P
BENGALURU, DHNS

, ovaxin beneficiaries
] in the state who were

vaccinated on day ] of
Covid vaccination, as many as
366 of them from six distnicts,
will get calls from district level

plan published by the Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR - which collaborated
with Bharat Biotech to devel-
op Covaxin) on January 11 for
‘Restmicted Use of Covaxin Un-
derClinical Tnal Mode,"ateam
will be set up atthe districtlevel
to telephonically contact and

already started calling the 28
beneficiaries who were vacci-
nated last Saturday. We will call
themagainon Fridayand once
again on day 28." Four Covax-
in beneficiaries in the district
haveso farseenminor Adverse
Events Following Immunisa-

tion (AEFI).

I have had no side effects an
havebeen doing fine.”
30-year-old Prashanth A (
hasbeenworking asalabtect
nician collecting Covid sample
since the startofthe pandemi
He told DH, “I have bee
receiving calls every alterna
day since Saturday when I g
vaccinated. When 1 develope
a fever recently, a primai
health centre doctor wh
works in the war room aske
me to take Paracetamol
Dolo. The follow-up has bet
good.”
Chikkamagaluru, howe
er, will have doctors from tl

Covid: 52% vaccination coverage on D:

BENGALURU, DHNS: Day six
of the Covid-19 vaccination
drive in the state achieved an
overall coverage of 52% (till
8.30 pm). As many as 17,190
health workers were covered
under the immunisation pro-
gramme.

In Bengaluru Urban, 5,656
were vaccinated followed by
Belagavi 2,901and Dakshina
Kannadal,505. As perthedai-

seven adverse events as Seri-

ous.

In the last five days, out of

2,36,812 target beneficiaries,
1,34,597 have been vaccinat-
ed..The overall coverage un-
der the programme stands at
57%. As per figures released
by the BBMP, In Bengaluru
Urban, 5,410 beneficiar-
ies have received jab, out of
10,469 target beneficiaries,

man and Chie
dics, was adm
Covid vaccine
Hospital. “T an
right.Thavenoj
asmall prick.Id
healthcare wot
tant to take the
need to get vact
they don’t go
up unwittingly
families. Ever



Days ahead of release, Sa:

tests pOSiti for Covid

She’s being monitored at Covid

facility in Victoria Hospital

BENGALURU/ CHENNAI, DHNS

ormer AIADMK leader
FV K Sasikala, who was

rushed to the Bowring
and Lady Curzon Hospital
in Bengaluru on Wednesday
evening following complaints
of fever and breathlessness,
was found to be Covid positive
on Thursday. She was shifted

terher swabsamples returned
positive for Covid-19, on Thurs-
daynight. Sourcessaid she was
found to be positive in the sec-
ond RT-PCR test which was
takenafterher CTscanshowed
signs of Covid-19 infection.

~ Sasikala,whohascomorbid-
ities of hypertension, diabetes
and hypothyroidism, was ad-
mitted to Bowring Hospital

Former AIADMK leader v

Je

Sa

sikala greets her supporters

outside Bowring Hospital while being shifted to Victoria
Hospital, in Bengaluru on Thursday. bH PHoTO

to Victoria Hospital on Thurs-

e (TS USSNSESRSTAVEETRY NS . SRR |

with cough and fever after she

IT ministry has no information

As the vaccination drive started on Jan 16,
app reported technical issues

SHEMIN JOY
NEW DELHI, DHNS

o-WIN or the Covid
Vaccine Intelligence

| Network may be an ap-
plication erucial to the Cov-
id-19 vaccination drive but
the Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology
{(MietY) has “no information”
aboutwhodevelopeditandthe
money spent on it, if one goes
by a response to an RTIquery.
Law student Aniket Gaurav

| had sought details of people
who were behind the devel-
anment of the app, the money

others. However, the MietY
said on January 19, “with re-
gard to information sought,
noinformationisavailablewith
Innovation and TPR Division,
MeitY", Gaurav had initially
filed the RT1 with the Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare,

which transferred the queryto |

MietY.

As the vaccination drive
started on January 16, there
werereportsoftechnical issues
related to the Co-WIN app,
which is used to register and
acknowledge beneficiaries, al-
locate vaccination centres and
monitoring recipients.

COVID-19 Tracker

.Em on oxygen support since  Bowring Hospital on Thursday

on Co-WIN develo

st phase of va
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India’s vaccine
diplomacy a push b
jgainst China

Nenalmd
Bangladeshamong
the beneficiaries

T

NEW DELHI/KATHMANDU,
REUTERS

doses of Covid-19 vaccine

to South Asian countries
inthenextfewweeks, govern-
ment sources said on Thurs-
day, drawing praise from its
neighboursand pushing back
against China’s dominating
presence in the region,

Free shipments of Astra-
Zeneca's vaccine manufac-
tuged by the Serum Institute
of India, have begun arriv-
ing in the Maldives, Bhutan,
Bangladesh and Nepal.

Myanmar and the Sey-
chelles are next in line to get
free consignments as India
uses its strength as one of
the world's biggest makers of
genericdrugs to build friend-
ships. “The government of
India has shown goodwill
by providing the vaccine in
grant. This is at the people’s
level, it is the public who are
suffering the most from Cov-
id-19," said Nepal's Minister

Indin will give millions of

United States
India
Brazil
Russia

PP R
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Healthcare workers
are faking jab: BBMP

Bengaluru: Healtheare work-
rs across Bengaluru are re-
portedly faking getting the
Covid-19 vaccine, BEMF offi-
clals admitted. A senior BEMP
health officer said they have
come across at least 2 instanc-
25 where workers have not
taken the vaccine, although
they claimed to have.

Many healthcare workers
still harbour doubts over the
safety and efficacy of the jab
and are hesitant to take it. Day
I (January 16) of the vaccina-
tion programme saw 350 of the
475 targeted workers taking
the vaccine, but the numbers
have dropped significantly
since. Technical glitches with
the CoWIN portal have only
compounded problems.

ASs of Thursdax 30,000 ben-
eficiaries were vaccinated,
but there are cases of fakes.
This, despite healthcare
workers having the freedom
t0 53V no to the jab.

A BEMP source said two
medical officers working in a
primary healthcare centre in
East Bengaluru faked inocula-
tion. “One medical officer said
he did not trust the vaccine
and did not want it, 50 he in-
structed the nurse to hold a
small hall of cotton tohis arm
to make it look like he took the
Jah,” said the source,

Eamala (name changed),
a nurse at a PHC in Shivajl-
nagar, sald a health worker
who was afraid of getting the
Jjab, faked the act by getting
her colleague to simulate in-
Jecting the vaccine. “Many
are unhappy over being asked
to take the vaccine as they do

NO FEARS: Dr CN Manjunath

(right), director, Sr Jayadeva
Institute and Dr Thomas Chandy,
chairman, Hosmat Hospital take
the jab on Thursday
registerad on the CoW-
SLOW WORK Yo faoculated," Prasad
Zone| Target |Vaccinated |AEFIs| co.q “They can take
East| 594 n 1] the vaccine if they
west| 2,780 1428 7 | want to. It i3 not man-
datory. There is no
South| 3.543 210 1 compulsion.”
RRNagar| 94 ATt o Only Serum Instl-
Bommanahalli] 946 454 0 tute of India’s Cov-
vaccination sites in
Yelahanka| 855 428 0 | Bengaluru and he sald
Mahadevapura| 200 n 0 | It has been approved
et . ' after due diligence at
Soume: BEME the highest level. All

not trust it yet. The two
deaths that were reported
have added to fears,” Kamala
said. “We don't want the vac-
cine but there is pressure to
take it. Our bosses are all tak-
ing the vaccine to set an ex-
ample for us. In such a
scenario, it's hard for us to
opt out since we could draw
their displeasure.™
However, Manjunatha
Prasad, commissioner, BEMFE,
insisted there is no pressure
on anyone. “Everyone who is

safety precautlons
have been taken, he sald. “No
one needs worry about 1ts
safety,” Prasad sald. “Top
offcials should be a role mod-
&l to others, There 1s no nead
for pretence,”

Another official said, “If a
health worker fakes taking the
vaccine, their name will be
marked as partially complate
in the lst. Even if they come
around and take the sacond
dose, 1t may not be effective.
They will be the losers.”



Docs demand clarity on post-vax deaths

Shreyas.HS@timesgroup.com

Belagavi: A section of doc-
tors, especially those based in
North Karnataka, are de-
manding that the government
put out sufficient information
on the post-inoculation deaths
of two healthcare workers.
They said this will build con-
fidence and clear the air over
safety concerns swirling
around the Covid-19 vaccine.

A Group D worker in Bal-
lari district and a doctor in
Shivamogga district died
two days after they were
vaccinated. Both were ad-
ministered Serum Institute
of India’s Covishield vac-
cine. The state government
and the Centre have insist-
ed that the deaths are not
linked to the vaccine, but
doctors are apprehensive
and claim the government,
perhaps, is not being com-
pletely forthright since a
frank admission could sabo-

tage the vaccination drive.

Medical professionals say
besides autopsy reports, the
government must conduct
extensive investigations to
rule out side effects for peo-
ple suffering from pre-exist-
ing chronic diseases like
coronary artery disease.
Both healthcare workers
who died had heart ailments.

Dr Srinivas Kakkilaya,
general physician, who co-
authored a book on the
SARS-CoV2 virus in a ver-
nacular language, said nei-
ther of the vaccine makers
has published any data
on safety and effectiveness
of their products.

“It is imperative for the
state to transparently probe
these deaths and put out all
details,” said Dr Kakkilaya.
He said health minister
K Sudhakar’s statements that
the deaths are not related to
the vaccine is farcical since
he spoke even before the au-

NEW SITE: A team from BBMP's health department began inoculating
doctors, paramedics and other staff of Railway Hospital at Rail Wheel
Factory premises in Bengaluru on Thursday. A vaccination site
complete with observation room was set up on the campus

topsy report was out.

“The irony is that the
government does not have
enough data to establish
anything,” Dr Kakkilaya
said. “There are so many

people suffering from co-
morbidities so it’s the re-
sponsibility of the govern-
ment to gather data and
make it public.”

Dr Satish Nesari who

works at Belagavi Institute
of Medical Sciences said
the government must put to
rest all confusion arising
from the deaths. “The au-
topsy is an eye wash,” he
said. “While taking the vac-
cine is important, allaying
fears and safety concerns is
equally imperative.”

Anil Patil, president, Be-
lagavi Indian Medical As-
sociation, admitted there is
a paucity of data since side
effects could show up even
six months or a year later.
He said it happened with
the hepatitis B vaccine.

“After a year some com-
plained of multiple sclero-
sis,” Patil said. But he in-
sisted the Covid-19 vaccine
was safe. “I have taken the
vaccine and I advise others
not to let the opportunity
slip,” Patil said. “However,
at the end of the day, it is
left to the individual as the
process is voluntary.”

Late reporting of deaths dogs pandemic data management

The daily Covid-19 bulletin issued by the health
and family welfare department reported four
deaths on Tuesday, but three of them had suc-
cumbed to the virus in December. On Wednesday
too, one of the two dead had passed in December.

Nithya.Mandyam
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The number of
Covid-19 deaths has dropped
drastically in Bengaluru
over the past few weeks but
authorities continue to re-
port mortalities late.

The daily Covid-19 bulle-
tin issued by the health and
family welfare department
reported four deaths on
Tuesday, but three of them
had succumbed to the virus
in December. On Wednesday
t0o, one of the two dead had
passed in December.

Officials say the delay is
due to alack of coordination
between government agen-
cles and private hospitals in

mobilising and tracking the
data. Besides, those who
were deputed to collate data
have been repatriated to
their parent departments.
The problem of reporting
deaths late is not new, al-
though in June and July of-
ficials could hide behind the
fact that it was happening in
the backdrop of a massive
scale of infections. But
it’s inexplicable now, since
the number of mortalities is

down to single digits.

Asof Thursday, 4,375 peo-
ple had died in Bengaluru
due to Covid. Of these, 25%
had no other health ailments,
while the rest had comor-
bidities. There were also a
few deaths due to suicides or
natural causes, sald a BBMP
health official. “Most fatali-
ties were due to a combina-
tion of Covid-19 and comor-
bidities,” the official said.

Asked about the delay in

reporting deaths, the official
cited two reasons: Delay in
preparing the list and lack of
officials dedicated to the
task.

“When cases were rising,
most officials were assigned
Covid duties,” the official
said. “Al12-member team
monitored deaths and catego-
rized cases under Covid,
those with comorbidities and
others etc., but many on this
team have resumed routine
duties.”

The second big reason is
lack of coordination between
hospitals. Two special Goog-
le forms, which included de-
talls of the deceased besides
cause of death, were created
to report mortalities: Form 4

for institutional deaths and
Form 4a for deaths at home
or dead on arrival.

“These forms were sent to
all government, private and
other institutions handling
Covid cases so that fatalities
would be immediately re-
ported,” said the official.
“When cases dropped, moni-
toring management teams
were disbanded and coordi-
nation between hospitals
dropped to zero.” Cases re-
flecting today are either
pending cases or being up-
loaded late.

Rajendra Cholan, BEMP
health commissioner, admit-
ted there is a coordination
and communication gap and
1t would be fixed soon.
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Schools’ dilemma: To add masks to uniform or not

SruthySusan.Ullas
@timesgroup.com
Bengaluru: With schools
increasingly focusing on the
new academic season, the big
question in discusslons
on safety measures is wheth-
er masks should be a part of

school uniform.

While some schools have
decided to make it part of the
dress code — complete with
logo — others have decided to
leave the decision to parents.

“We decided to give each
student two blue masks with
the school emblem in white,”
said Jayant Gaurl, founder,
Raintree schools. “The stu-
dent’s name will be embroi-
dered to avold mix ups. Each
mask could cost Rs 30.”

GEAR Innovative Inter-
national School is planning
a similar approach to ensure

PERFECT FIT: Some school managements have
left the decision of fabric and size to parents

A taught in school.

EXPERTSPEAK
“Theimortantmhgisformemasktube
of appropriate size. It should cover the
nose, mouth and chin. For children who have no
underlying chronic medical conditions, a fabric
[non-medical], double-layered mask will do. For
children with medical conditions, a medical
mask is recommended. Excessive physical
activity with masks on should be prohibited.
UNICEF and WHO recommends masks only for
those above 6 years. Mask hygiene must be

Dr Bharath Reddy | PAEDIATRIC PULMONDLOGIST AND
DIRECTOR, SHISHUKA CHILDREN'S SPECIALITY HOSPITAL

“sanctity of the uniform”.
“Students should wear at
least a single plain-coloured
mask with no prints on it,”
said M Srinivasan, founder
principal, while Shivkumar
K Swamy, secretary, Manasa
Public School, Tannisandra,

sald, “We are yet to decide on
the colour. Details will be
decided after we see the turn-
out of students.”

Uniform vendors too are
receiving gueries. Schoolay,
an online uniform company,
has said it has received orders

with 2,000 students has tested
these products on pupils at-
tending exams. We are also
exploring new ranges like
sports uniform with turtle
necks that can be pulled up
and turned into a mask.”
However, many schools
prefer to leave the cholice of
fabric and size to parents.
Orchids - The Interna-
tional School said that while
it has made it mandatory for
students to wear masks
throughout their time on
campus, 1t will not introduce
them as part of the uniform.
“Parents will decide the

for protection kits for classes kind of masks for their
0 and 10 this year and other  wards,” an official said.
classes next year. Delhi Public Schools said

“We work with 12 schools they will also leave the deci-
in Bengaluru and 10 of them  sion to parents, while some
have placed orders,” said schools say they will wait to
Kiran Hiriyanna, co-founder. ~ see how things unfold before
“One of our biggest cllents takinga call.

Mock vax video: DHO says
it was photo-op after shot

Kiran.Parashar@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: A video of the
Tumakurn district health of-
ficer and a government college
principal taking a mock Covid
vaccine injection and flashing
a thumbsup sparked a furore
in the state, after which both
authorities clarified that they
had taken the shot and the film-
ing was only to encourage oth-
ers to go for it too.

The clarification, too, riled
some guarters, who alleged
thatsuch portrayal was in poor
taste, given prevailing fears
over the vaceine.

“0OnJanuary 16, I took the
vaccination. Later, staff and
media asked me to ‘re-enact’
the injection it as it would

The clarification riled

some quarters, who

said such portrayal

was in poor taste,

given prevailing fears
infuse confidence in others,
so we did it. The deputy com-
missioner has asked us to
promote the vaccination
drive to instil confidence
among people. But we are now
being wrongly portrayed,”
said DHO Nagendrappa.

The 43-second video

shows a nurse pretending to
inject with a syringe that
has no needle. Dr Rajani M,
principal of the Government
Nursing College in Tumak-
uru, is seen flashing a vie-
tory sign and thumbsup

soon after. Rajani told TOI
that she was mapped on the
beneficiary database and
vaccinated on January 16
privately but in order to cre-
ate awareness, she posed for
the cameras.

Sources said both had re-
ceived the vaccine on the first
day of the national vaccina-
tion drive and posed for the
video later. Incidentally, the
DHO's name was missing
from the list of beneficiaries
due to a technical error. Kes-
hav Raj, reproductive and
child health and immunisa-
tion officer, admitted that
DHO's name was dropped due
to a glitch but he was vacci-
nated in order to create
awareness among the public.
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Covid concerns as health,
medical edu are split again

Sandeep.Moudgal
@timesgroup.com

Bengalurn: Health ministor
K Sudhakar was relioved of
the charge of medical edu-
cation on Thursday and the
porifolio was reassigned to
JC Madhuswamy The move
comes in the middle of the
first phase of Covid-19 vacel-
nation, prompting concerns
that separate command for
two closely linked depart-
ments may once again lead to
coordination issues and po-
litical one-upmanship in the
pandemic fight.

The state's Covid-19 man-
agement had suffered these
problems initially, when Sud-
hakar held the sole charge
of medical education and B
Sriramulu headed the health
department. In  October
last vear, chief minister BS
Yediyurappa reallocated the
health portfolio to Sudhakar
for better coordination be-
tween the departments and
made Sriramulu the social
welfare minister The deci-

DEPT BREAK-UP

Facilities under medical

education dept

® 10 super-speciality hospitals

@ 18 district hospitals attached
to medical Colleges

# 2 dental schools

Facilities under health
and family welfare dept
® 15 district hospitals

@ 146 taluk hospitals

® 207 community health
centres

# 2,359 primary health centres

® 8,871 sub-primary
health centres

slon was well-received among
health officials and doctors
who are part of the pandemic
fight. Thursday's change has
left them concerned.

But Madhuswamy who
earlier headed law and par-
liamentary affairs and mi-
nor irrigation departments,
said that he would ensure

things, especially the vaccina-
tion drive, continued to run
smoothly “Though I person-
ally believe that Sudhakar is
best suited for the portdolio
(medical education) in the
present  circumstances, the
CM in his wisdom, has allo-
cated it to me,” he added.
Sudhakar seemed upset
about the decision. “Throe
months ago, when there was
talk of portolio realloca-
tion, I urged the CM not to
withdraw medical eduoca-
tion till the pandemic was
fully under control. He has
taken a decision and I will
see what best can be done to
ensure evervihing remains
smooth,” he told TOIL More
than 50 per cent of district
hospitals attached to govern-
ment medical colleges come
under the medical education
department . *As these medi-
cal colleges and hospitals are
no longer under me, I won't
be able t0 make certain deci-
sions guickly I can't answer
guestions on vaccination at
these places.” Sudhakar said.



Nearly 10 lakh vaccinated, CoWIN
software enhanced, says Centre

Campaign To Address Vax Hesﬂancy, PMTo mtelact With Recipients, Vaccinators

TNN & Acencies

New Delhi: As many as
1,92,581 beneficlaries were
vaccinated against Covid-19
on Thursday during inocula-
tion drive in 27 states and
UTs, taking the total number
of beneficiaries whoreceived
jab to nearly 10 lakh, said
Union health ministry

The ministry also said
that enhancement has been
madein CoWIN software (Co-
vid Vaccine Intelligence Net-
work) to strengthen the pro-
cess of vaccination. “Crea-
tion of more session sites,
more sessions per site and
change in site locations now
allowed. Planning and sche-
duling of the sessions for the
entire week enabled. For en-
hanced safety of the beneflci-
aries, tageging of contraindi-
cations is being enabled in
the vaccinator module,” Ma-

DON'T HESITATE: A total 0f 1,92,581 beneficiaries werevaccinated on Thursday

nohar Agnani, additional se-
cretary, health ministry, said.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modiwill speak to vaccinereci-
pients and vaccinators in Var-
anasl through video conferen-
cing on Friday and is likely to
address “vaccine hesitancy™
which 18 seen to be Impeding
the anti-Covid inoculation dri-
ve launched on January 16.
“The world's largest vacci-

nationdriveisunderway in In-
dia. Our frontline warriors
are getting vaccinated across
the nation. At 115 pm tomor-
row, January 22, I would inter-
actwith beneflciaries and vac-
cinators of Covid vaccination
drive in Varanasi,” the PM
tweeted on Thursday evening.

“This interaction would
give first hand opportunity to
hear their experiences as

well as feedback. I would urge
you all to watch tomorrow’s
interaction,” Modisaid.

The interaction, coming
in the background of doubts
andfearsover vaccinationre-
sulting In lower turnouts
among health workers cur-
rently being given shots, se-
ems intended to speed up the
drive and reassure those on
the vaccine shortlist that the
shots are safe, The PM's out-
reachcomesasalmost101akh
people were vaccinated till
Thursday evening.

Thehealth ministryhasal-
50 prepared an awareness
campaign to dispel fears and
misconceptions aboutefficacy
and safety of vaccines against
Covid19. “Kuch to log Ka-
henge, logon Ka kaam hai keh-
na (people will say things, it is
their habit to do s0),” — goes
one of thecreative posters pre-
pared by the health ministry

Sasikala tests
+ve for Covid-19,
admitted to ICU

Kiran.Parashar@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Former AIADMK ge-
neral secretary VK Sasikala, who
was slated to be released on Janua-
ry 27 after serving a four-year term
at Bengaluru Central Prison in a
disproportionate assets case, has

tested positive for
Covid-19.

She i being tre- [
ated in the Intensi-
ve Care Unit of Vic-
toria Hospital, said
medical superin-

tendent Dr Ramesh Krlshna K.
Therepeat RT-PCR testof Sasi-
kala, who had tested negative on
Wednesday on admission at Bo-
wring and Lady Curzon Hospital
and shifted the next day to Victo-
ria Hospital following persistent
fever and breathlessness, camepo-

sitive on Thursday night.

“Sheisinastable conditionand
not on a ventilator. She is suffering
from severe lung infection and her
CTseverity scoreisabout16/25. She
is on oxygen support; 10 litres of
oxygen have been given though her
saturation level is98%. Assheisdi-
abetic, we're monitoring her,” he
said. She 1s suspected to be suffe-
ringfrom Severe Acute Respiratory

Infection (SARI).

Shehasbeendiagnosed with Ty-
pe 2 diabetes mellitus, hyperten-
sion, hypothyroidism and urinary

tract infection.

The hospital said she is “stable”
and examination revealed “bilate-

ralcrepltations”.

in a bid to combat rumour-
mongering and allay hesitan-
cy among healthcare workers.

The campaign includes a
digital media package with im-
pacitful messages from key
technical experts who have ta-
ken Covid-19 vaccines. Leading
doctors like DrV K Paul and Dr
Randeep Guleria have been ro-
ped in to build confidence
among the general population
through this campaign.

“Let us put a stop to these
falsehoods,” health minister
Harsh Vardhan said, urging
people to counter the vested
campaigns of “untruth and
misinformation”.

The campaign will prima-
rily focus on three crucial mes-
sages — vaccines are safe and
efficacious, do not believe in
rumours and misinformation,
and thecritical roleof vaccines
in controlling the pandemic,
anofficial said.
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5 killed in fire at SII's Pune
facility, vaccine unit not hit

Compensation
0fz25L For Each
Victim’s Kin: SlI
Asseem Shaikh &
Umesh Isalkar | min
Pune: Five people died in a
major fire that broke out at
Serum Institute of India’s
(SII) vaccine manufacturing
plant at Manjari, near Ha-
dapsar here, around 2.30pm

» Some health workers faking
jab, say BBMP officials, page 2

Pune cops say the victims were among workers hired by a
contractor for electrical and plumbing work on the sixth floor

on Thursday. “Five charred
bodies were found at the site.
We are probing the matter,”
Pune police chief Amitabh
Gupta told TOL.

Police said preliminary
information revealed that
the five victims were among
the workers hired by a cont-

ractor for some civil work,
including electrical and pipe
fitting jobs, on the sixth and
topmost floor of the facility.
After the fire brigade put out
the blaze, the contractor re-
ported that some of his men
were missing. Their bodies
were found during a search.

SII CMD Cyrus Poona-
walla amnnounced that the
company will be offering
compensation of Rs 25 lakh
toeachof the victim'sfamily,
in addition to the mandated
amount as per norms.

P Vaccine production, P 20

Welding work at Serum plant
caused the fire, says minister

»Continued from page 1

aharashtra  health
\, minister Rajesh Tope,
LV 1 who was updated by
district collector Rajesh Desh-
mukh, told TOL “Prima facie,
welding work at the plant fir-
ing up installation material
has been ascertained as the
cause of thefire Iwant toreit-
erate that the Covishield vac-
cine plantis far away from the
sitethatcaught fire. Thereare
absolutely nolosses of the Co-
vidvaccine.”

Adar Poonawalla, owner
and chief executive officer of
SII, posted on his official Twit-
ter handle: “We have just re-
ceived some distressing up-
dates; upon further investiga-
tion we have learnt that there
has unfortunately been some
loss of life at the incident. We
are deeply saddened and offer
our deepest condolences to
the family membersof thede-
parted.” He later told TOL
“The rotavirus vaccine facili-
ty, where the fire broke out,
was an additional manufac-
turing unit that got damaged
in the blaze. Covishield pro-
duction will notbe affected as
our plant has multiple manu-
facturingunits.”

Rotaviruses are the most
common cause of diarrhoeal
disease among infants and
young children.

89-year-old
gynaec takes
jab in Gujarat

Times News Nerwork

Vadodara: At a time when
many are sceptical about ta-
king the Covid-19 vaccine, 89-
year-old Dr Rohit Bhatt setan
example on Thursday by ta-
kingtheshot. Bhaitisagynae-
cologist whostill practises.

Bhatt was inoculated at
the Bhailal Amin General Ho-
spital (BAGH) where a vacel-
nation drive was organised by
the Vadodara Municipal Cor-
poration (VMC). He is a con-
sultant with the hospital and
istheoldest person tobe vacci-
nated in the city and probably
the state so far. Speaking after
being vaccinated, Bhatt said
that the pandemic had instil-
led fear in the mindsof people,
but they should not be afraid
of the vaccine. “I believe we
can defeat Covid-19 with the
vaccine. We should all take the
vaccine,” hesaid. After under-
going the observation period
as per vaccination guidelines,
Bhatt said that he had not ob-
served any side effects sofar.

Trustee of BAGH, Barkha
Amin, also took the vaccine.
Shesaid that she did so toenco-
urage other Corona warriors
to take the vaccine. “Wehavefo-
ught against the disease toget-
her and 1 decided to take the
vaccine with them to motivate
them todoso,” she said.

‘The vaccination drive was
held atsixhospitals. Thenum-
Dber of vaccinations on Thurs-
day surpassed the target with
611 persons being vaccinated
againsta targetof 600.

SII CMD Cyrus Poonawal-
1a said in a statement: “Today
(Thursday) is an extremely
sorrowful day for all of us at
SII. Regrettably, there were
losses of lives in the fire that
broke out in our under-instal-
lation facility situated at the
special economiczone at Man-
jari. We are deeply saddened
and offer our condolences to
thefamilies of the departed.”

On Thursday evening, dep-
uty chief minister Ajit Pawar,
who is also Punes district
guardian minister; visited SIL
“The Pune police commis-
sioner has been told to con-
duct a thorough inquiry into
thefire incident,” hesaid.

Maharashtra chief minis-
ter Uddhav Thackeray was
updated about the incident by
Poonawalla and would visit
the fire-hit plant on Friday, a
release issued by the former's

| e
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Workers leave Serum Institute's factory in Pune after the fire

officesaid. Theblaze

floors three tosixof the build-
ing. There were conflicting
versions about whether the
fire started from the third or
the sixth floor The author-
ities were verifying these de-
tails. A crowd of local resi-
dentsand onlookers gathered
around the facility as plumes
of thick smokebillowed outof
the building.

“The charred bodies were
found on the sixth floor dur-
ing a search operation after
the fire brigade personnel put
out the blaze (it took more
than two hours),” Pune may-
or Murlidhar Mohol told re-
porters at the site.

Factory manager Vivek
Pradhan said the fire
broke out in the rotavirus
laboratory on the third floor
where BCG vaccine stock
was stored.
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Vax recipients may get
to choose time and place

Sushmi.Dey@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Vaccine recipi-
ents in the second round of
the anti-Covid immunisation
— people above 50 and those
who are younger but with co-
morbidities—arelikely toget
an option to fix an appoint-
ment at session sites with a
choice of place, time and date
for immunisation.

The request for an immu-
nisation appointment is ex-
pected to require identity aut-
hentication through Aadhaar
to eliminate proxies and du-
plications, said Ram Sewak
Sharma, chairperson of Trai
and head of the empowered
egroup on technology and data
management in India’s anti-
Covid campaign.

“Wehave to provide free-
dom to people to get their
vaccinations at the place
and date of their choice.
Thiswill befacilitated thro-
ugh Aarogya Setu portal
and other platforms,” Shar-
ma said.

These platforms will be
linked with the Co-WIN app
for recipient details and re-
cording of other wvaccina-
tion-related  information.
Co-WIN will remain the IT

Vaccine recipients
in the second round
are likely to get an
option to fix an
appointment at
session sites with a
choice of place,
time and date for
immunisation
platform through which the
government will track vacci-
nations at thousands of sites
as also the supply manage-
ment chain. Asked about
software glitches faced at
session sites, Sharma said
these were minor hiccups
and would be fixed complete-
lv by the end of this week.
The idea is to better plan
and manage vaccination ses-
sions, while also facilitating
recipients to get vaccinated
at their preferred location.
States will have the option to
reserve a certain percentage
of slots through appoint-
ments and kKeep some slots
open for those who want to
walk in for inoculation.
“Authentication of the
person receiving the vaccine
is pxtremely important be-
cause of two factors: eligibi-

lity and establishing identi-
ty. It is to avodd a situation
like if you are ata polling bo-
oth and realise somebody el-
se has cast your vote,” Shar-
ma said, underlining that
Aadhaar was a robust in-
strument t0 authenticate
identity and eliminate any
leakages and loopholes in
thesystem.

The government is cur-
rently inoculating 3 crore he-
alth and frontline workers,
whoarelikely tobe covered by
March end. The next round
will cover ‘priority’ popula-
tion groups including those
aAbove 50 years of age and tho-
se younger bt with co-morbi-
dities with the number esti-
mated at 27 crore.

While the data for he-
alth and frontline wor-
Kers was pre-populated in
Co-WIN, the government
has said other people will
have to mandatorily re-
gister themselves before
vaccination.

Those with co-morbiditi-
es will also be required to
upload a physician’s certifi-
cate verifying the disease
condition and eligibility for
receiving wvaccination on
priority.
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Vax phase 2
to cover PM,
50+ politicians
New Delhl: In response to
reports of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi being likely
to receive the anti-Covid
vaccine in the next round of
inoculation, official sour-
ces sald those above 50, In-
cluding many pollticlans,
would automatically be co-

vered in the second phase.

They said the PM had re-
cently told a meeting with
CMs that politicians need
not jump the line and should
wait their tuwrn. "The PM
and most Chs are obviously
in this age bracket, and
might be coverad, but thers
Iz no conflrmation about
when exactly he or chief mi-
nisters will be vaccinated,”
a source said. T

after jab, anxiety
is the cause

tors, including a head of de-
partment, at the Osmania Ge-
neral Hospital (OGH) collap-
god minnies aftor thoy took
the vacrcine on Thursday The
o was put up in respiratory
Intensivecareunit, and i oor-
ned out that they had falnted
due to anxlety “They were
kept under observation fior
just two hours for boosting
their confidence. They arme
absolutely fine now. They we-
re amxions which had led toa
shootingup of the blood pres-
sure,” said Dr B Napender
superintendent OGH. s
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95% of vaccines used
in just 10 countries: UN

Gift vaccines reach Dhaka, Nepal

svaccines gifted by India reached Kathmanduand Dhaka on

Thursday, it was the culmination of a series of steps by the
governmentto keep the focus on the immediate neighbourhood
as the world strugoled with a pandemic.

On Friday, a consignment containing 1.5 million doses of
Covishield vaccines will reach Yangon. On Thursday, one million
doses of vaccines landedin Nepal and 2 million doses landed in
Dhaka. Except for Sri Lanka and Afghanistan (which have not
yet given regulatory clearances), India has supplied the first
dosesofvaccinestoalmostallitsimmediateneighbours.

Pakistan gave emergency authorisation tothe AstraZeneca
vaccine lastweek, but it's not yetclearwhere it would source the
vaccine from. Nepal had requested India for supply of vaccines,
which was made by PM KP Sharma Oli to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. Official sources said India had given morethan 25tonnes of
essential medicines, equipment and medical supplies to Nepal.
“This includes suppliesof paracetamol, hydroxychloroquine,
PPEs, diagnostic test kits, ventilatorsand Remdesivirinjections
under grant assistanceworth $2 million,” asourcesaid. tu

Times News NETWORK

Now Delhi: The UN Office
for Disaster Risk Reduction
(UNDER) has said that the
World Health Organisation
is strugeling to raise $4 bil-
lion for securing Covid-19
vaccines for the low and
middle-income countries to
combat the worst disaster to
havehit humanity.

“It is a troubling situa-
tion that95% of the vaccines
that have been administered
g0 far have been used in just
10 countries,” said Mami Mi-
zutori, head of the UNDRR.

The UNDRER has urged
rich nations tocontribute ge-
nerously while pointing out
how even during the 2004 In-
dian Ocean tsunami, which
affected just 14 countries,
more than $6 billion was rai-
sed to help people.

AsonJanuary 20, 53.8 mil-
lion vaccine doses have been
administered to peopleacross
the world. The US leads with
16.53 million doses already ad-
ministered to its population,
followed by China at 15 mil-
lion, UK (& million), Israel (3
million), UAE (216 million)
and Germany, Italy, Turkey,
Spain and Russia, each ha-
ving administered over a mil-
lion to its population, accor-
ding to Our World in Data, a
Covid-vaccine monitor run
by researchers from the Ox-
fiord University

“The roll-out must start
somewhere but low and
middle-income  countries

with large exposed popula-
tions are being overlooked. 1

urge the international com-
munity to fund the COVAX
initiative without delay so
that immunity is not the pri-
vilege of the few but the
rightof all,” Mizutori said.

She expressed concern
forthefactthatnotmany co-
untriesare “asforthcoming
in the generous way that we
saw after the Indian Ocean
tsunami  which  killed
2,28,000 people”. Mizutori
called for increased sup-
port for poor nations which
are finding it difficult to
manage the pandemicinab-
senceof resources.

The Covid-19 has already
claimed more than two mil-
lion lives in less than a year.
The poor nations need furt-

her support to strengthen
their public health systems
to prepare for future epide-
mics and pandemics. the
UNDRR chief said.

The Oxford researchers
have pointed out that no one
wins the race, unless the enti-
rehumanity is brought under
the anti-Covid shield. immu-
nised and herd immunity cre-
ated to weaken the mutating
virus. As they say: “0nly if we
end the pandemic everywhe-
re can we end the pandemic
anywhere.” The 1918 Spanish
flu had shown us, shutting
down borders may be of little
help in controlling the pande-
mic. The world was less con-
nected then, still it had huge
casualties, particularly when
the second wave of the pande-
mic hit countries.
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No third
chance

V-dates

Beneficiaries will be given only two
chances if they can’t keep their
date to get the covid vaccine

| Sridhar-Wivan& timesgroup.com
TWEETS @sridharVMIRROR

wo strikes and you're out of the queue
for this phase of the vaccination
drive.

For beneficiaries who did not turn
up to get vaccinated on the day of their
scheduled appointment, the health officials
say there won't be a third chance.

BEMP Commissioner N Manjunath
Prasad told Mirror, “We cannot conduct so
many sessions for beneficiaries who don't
turmn up. If that happens, we may not be able
to complete the vaccination drive for health
care professionals even for another six
months.

BEMP had kept aside three days to com-
plete the vaccination for frontline workers
but with poor turnout that did not work out.

Ower five days, the percentage of vaccina-
tions done ranges between 55 and 63 per
cent. One of the reasons for skipping the
appointment for the vaccnation according
to Prasad is that many are still in the wait
and watch mode. Other reasons are because
some are travelling, some are on leave, some
didn't want to come on Sundays, a few are
unwell, some mobile numbers are Incorrect
and hence the beneficiaries could not be
informed about their appointment.

Some technical Issues in CoWIN app are
also causing a delay.

Sources sald that if a person had missed
multiple chances, then he/she would have
to submit the details via CoWIN app and
once again register for a second appoint-
ment. In addition, a reason will have to be
provided as to why the first appointment
was missed.

At many hospitals, health workers were
seen calling beneficiaries to come to the
vaccination site for thelir inoculation. A
health officlal told Mirror, “We have a list of
beneficiaries with their phone numbers.

What’s causing
delay in meeting
vaccine targets

If they are not present to take
the jab, we call them and ask
them to report immediately so
they don't miss their appoint-
ment.”

Another officlal said, “We
are also trying to understand
why they did not keep their
appointment. If it is a genuine
reason, we try to help them get
an alternate appointment. But
if they're hesitant to take the
vaccine, then we can't force
them."”

The Centre has already said
who should not take the vac-
dne - pregnant women, lactat-
ing mothers, persons with
symptoms of SARS-CoV-2 infec-
tion, those who have received
monoclonal antibodies or con-
valescent plasma and who are
acutely unwell and hospital-
ised. The Centre's guidelines on
contraindications indude those
persons with a history of ana-
phiylactic or allergic reaction to
a previous dose of covid vaccine
or immediate or delayed onset
of anaphylaxis or allergic reac-
tion to vaccines or injectable
therapies, pharmaceutical

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 > products and food items etc.

ormier AIADME leader, VK Saslkala who

was rushed to the Bowring hospital on

Wednesday evening, was diagnosed
with Severe Acute Respiratory liness (SARI)
and is sakd to be stable now. Sasikala who is
serving a four year prison term in Parap-
pana Agrahara Central Prison was shifted
to jail hospital after she complained of
fever, cough and breathlessness to the jail
hospital and had to be shifted to Bowrlng
hospital on Wednesday.

On Thursday morning, she was taken to
the Victoria hospital for CT scan as she has
SARI symptoms and her BT PCR test had
come out negative.

First landing in
foggy weather

empegowda International Alrport

recorded its first landing under CAT

1B conditions on Thursday. Radia-
thon fog set in during the early part of the
day, resulting in a rpld drop In visibility to
200) metres. During this time, IndiCo Might
HE-GIRO from Lucknow made a successiul
touchdown at 7.41 am.

The South Runway can facilitate alrcraft
landing with an BVE as low as 50 metres
and take-offs at 125 metres, Before the
upgrade, the permissible visual range was
550 metres and 300 metres, for landing
and take-off, respectively. This upgrade by
BIAL 15 expected to reduce disruption In
operations,



BBMP to dig deep: 104
borewells at ¥97.65 cr

BangaloreMirror

Exorbitant water charge by BWSSB is driving demand for borewells, civic agency has chosen
areas located in peripheral areas of the city such as Hoodi, Bellandur to look for water

| Navean Menezes
myha :

Etimesgroup.com
TWEETS @BangaloreMIRROR

t Is not just individuals who are
digging borewells in non-core
areas of the city, but the Bruhat
Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike
(BBMPF) appears to be leading
from the front in that activity.
The civic body plans to spend
Rs 97.65 crore for providing 104
borewells in about 20 wards.

Exorbitant charges fixed by the
Bengaluru Water Supply and
Sewage Board (BW3SB) for new
water connection, locals say, is one
of the reasons for such a high
demand for borewell water, which
is supplied free of cost.

A sum of Rs 97.65 crore Is part
of the action plan prepared by the
Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara
Palike (BBMP) for using a grant of
Rs 558 crore allocated under the
15th Finance Commission.

Besides the borewell, the civic
body will also provide water sup-
ply plpelines. Each work Is esti-
mated to cost Rs 40 lakh.

Most of the places chosen for
providing new borewells is located
in the peripheral areas of the Clty
such as Hoodi, Bellandur, Byata-
rayanapura, Yelahanka, RR Magar,
Kengeri, Horamavu, Varthur
among others. Some of these plac-
es already have Cauvery water con-
nections, while in many places
work for layving Cauvery pipeline
is underway.

Pricey water
Locals and ex-corporators say

many opt for water supplied from
BEMP-owned borewells as it's free

of cost. “Leave alone the monthly

oall digging machines .aru

.

a common sight in the r.l as demand for borewells is on a high

Rs 558-crore grant to BEMP

The BEMP has received a
grant of Rs 558 crore undar
the 15th Finance Commission.
‘While Re 278 crore has baan
asarmarkad for improving the
alr quallity ambience of the
City, the remaining hailfl of tha
total sum has bean allocated
for works such as environment
protection, water supply,
solid waste management atc.
While about 104 borewells are
proposed under watar supply

charges, the tariff fixed by the
BWSSE for a new water connection
is unaffordable. The owner of a
x40 site needs around Rs 50,000
to Rs 1 lakh to obtain a new con-
nection. The BW55E has also with-
drawn installation system. Mot
many can afford to pay the entire
amount upfront,” an ex-corpora-
tor from Bellandur ward said.
Another former corporator’s
husband from Doddanekundi said

category, a sum of Re 4185
crore has been provided for
fencing 17 lakes. Tha remaining
Rs 13850 crore will be spant on
nine works pertaining to solid
waste,

BEMP Commissioner N
Manjunath Prasad said the
action plan was prepared
basad on the guidel ines issued
by the Financa Commission. All
the works will be implemented
after floating tanders.

that the BEMP not only provides
borewell but the residents of areas
nearby are also connected through
a pipeline system. “The BWS5B
provides water connections to the
houses only when 70 to B0 percent
of a locality pays,” he said.

YK Srivatsa, resident of
Hemmi-gepura believed the
BBMP should stop digging bore-
wells and leave the water supply
responsibility to BWSSB. “Instead

kL I . M

b

Instead of digging
borewells, the money
could be better
utilised for providing
Cauvery water
connection. The
BWSSB should also
reduce charges for
getting new
connections -VK Srivatsa,

Hemmigepura resident

of spending close to Rs 100 crore
for digging up around 100 bore-
wells, the money could be better
utilised for providing Cauvery
water connection, which is also
metered. The BWSSB should also
reduce charges for getting new
connection. | spent Rs 50,000 for
getting water connection a 3BHK
house. If there Is more than one
kitchen, the charges goup to Rs 2
lakh,"” he sald.
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A Re-Revised Master Plan for Bengaluru will be drawn up by
the same firm whose earlier report got rejected; the new
plan will foster development activity around transit corridors

PAST IMPERFEGT,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the RMP, under 4G exemptions. “In
the new RMP, we will be incorpo-
rating transit oriented development
policy for all modes of transport
including suburban rail network,
Metro and BMTC,” he said. He also
said the suggestions of various stake-
holders will be taken regularly.

BS Yediyurappa-led state govern-
ment scrapped the RMP 2031 last
year, although Its draft was approved
by the BDA in 2019, The consultants
had spent about two years preparing
i s the massive document, which started

;m 2016. While the change in govern-
ment Is the main reason for scrapping
the vislon document, the draft blue-
print for the City had also recelved
about 14,000 objections from the
general public.

Some of the projections made in
the provisional RMP were - popula-
sought govemnment's approval tion of Bengaluru to double by 2031,
a cost of s 16 crore. for awarding the contract to the 2dditional 80sq km area to be opened

BDA Commissioner HR same consultants, who prepared  up for further expansion of the city,
Mahadev said the Authority has CONTINUED ONPAGE 4 » rosidential land use to double to 424

Naveen Menazes
eSgroup.com
TWEETS ®Naveen_MIRROR

&l The City is progressively getting worse while we are staying
with the same old formula. The government must choose ten
strategic projects spread across the city. It could be a
hardware park in Devanahalli or a textile hub on Mysuru road.
The rest of the planning should align with this  — vRavichandar, urbanist

firm Royal Haskoning DHV —
currently follows an outdated land which had prepared the now-
use document that had expired in scrapped Revised Master Plan
2015. Netherlands-based consulting  (RMF), 2031 — s likely to be

he Bangalore Development
Authority (BDA) s all set
to re-start the exercise of
preparing a fresh master

plan for the City, which roped in to prepare a new one at

sq km etc.

The new RMP is expected to incor-
porate key documents such as
Comprehensive Mobility Plan and
Transit Oriented Development that
were prepared by Bangalore Metro
Rail Corporation Ltd and Directorate
of Urban Land Transport.

City without a master plan
Golng by the time taken for the prep-
aration and approval of previous
master plans, Bengaluru will take a
minimum of 3 years for the next
vision document to be ready. Such a
gap could lead to uncontrolled devel-
opmental actlvities in the perlphery
of Bengaluru. It's learnt that about
5,000 structures have already come
up along the 65-km alignment of
peripheral ring road, although the
land use was notified in the 2015
RMP.

Due to high rates of corruption,
none of the master plans prepared in
the past have been successfully
implemented as the land use plan has
been constantly violated by influenc-

Blaze in Serum’s
SEZ campus kills 5

Welding work thought to be culprit; no damage to covid-19 vawnas

| Vicky Pathare & Anurag Bende

mybangaloremirroris timesgroup.com

TWEETS @BangaloreMIRROR

ith the dawn of the vac-

cine drive against COV-

ID-19 just days ago, things

may have been looking up

for people after a long time. But trag-

edy seemed to be walting around the

corner, and even as labour was be-

ginning to return to major cities and

find work after severe hardships dur-

ing the lockdown, five precious lives

of contractual workers were lost in a

giant blaze at the Serum [nstitute of

India's (511) Manijri premises in Pune

city on Thursday, and a search con-
tinued for more casualties.

All five deceased were working

at the under-construction bullding

- oy Y .
Smoke billows out after a fire broke out at 81l in Pune on Thursday

number 3 of the Special Economic
Zone (SEZ) when the conflagration
broke out, sparking widespread pan-
I, While fire brigade officlals were
able to rescue six people, they are yet
to ascertain the cause of the fire —
for now, it is being speculated that
welding work or an electrical short
clrcult caused the calamity, said of-
ficials. The fire began around 2.15
pm, and the fire brigade was rapidly
alerted by 2.30 pm, upon which at
least 10 fire tenders and one sky lift
machine rushed to the spot.

The deceased were identified as
Rama Shankar Harljan and Bipin Sa-
roy, both halling from Uttar Pradesh,
Sushil Kumar Pandey of Bihar, and
Mahendra Ingle and Pratik Pashte
from Pune. All five were contractual
labourers engaged In electrical work.

Harrowing tales emerged from
those who were saved from the
blaze, with some of the workers los-

Ing their kin to the tragedy. Worker
Sudhanshu Kumar, who narrowly es-
caped with his life, told Mirror that
there were 8-10 people In the bulld-
ing that caught fire, working there
since just the last two weeks. “Insula-
thon and welding work was going on
in that building. When we learned
a fire had broken out, we ran out
helter-skelter — some from the stairs
and some jumping from the build-
ing. Two of my brothers have died,”
he lamented.

Meanwhile, police did not rule
out the possibility of the death toll
Increasing as search operations were
slated to continue into Friday.

News of the fire spread fast in the
city and on soclal media, as 511 Is at
the crux of manufacturing the Cowv-
Ishield vaccine amid the ongolng
pandemic. A statement from Cyrus
5 Poonawalla, chalrman and man-
aging director of SII, stated online,

“Today Is an extremely sorrowful
day for all of us at SlI. Regrettably,
there were losses of lives In the fire
that broke out In our under Instal-
lation facility... We are deeply sad-
dened and offer our condolences to
the families of the departed. We will
be offering a compensation of Rs 25
lakh to each of the families, in addi-
tion to the mandated amount as per
the norms.” Similarly, his son Adar
Poonawalla, chief executive officer
(CEQ) of §ll, condoled the “distress-
Ing” loss of life in the incident and
tweeted, “1 would like to reassure all
governments & the public that there
would be no loss of #COVISHIELD
production due to multiple prod
tion bulldings that | had kept in re-
serve to deal with such contingen-
ches at @Seruminstindia. Thank you
very much @ PuneCityPolice and Fire
Department.”

(Inputs by Prachee Kulkari)

, Will a revised master plan be the
path to B’'luru’s development?

ing the authorities. Sources said only
14 per cent of the RMP 2015 was
implemented, raising questions over
the use of master plans.

Urbanist V Ravichandar said the
entire exercise of preparing the mas-
ter plan is inherently flawed. “The
City is progressively getting worse
while we are staying with the same
old formula,” he said, suggesting two
new ways of drafting the blueprint
for the City. “It should comprise a
strategic spatial plan. The govern-
ment must choose ten strategic pro-
jects spread across the city. It could be
a hardware park in Devanahalli or a
textile hub on Mysuru road. The rest
of the planning should align with
this,” he said.

He also suggested introducing the
concept of a 5-kilometre city. “Living
and working in the 5-km radius
should be made possible. That
requires the introduction of social
rental housing where the poor
including drivers, maids and vendors
can live in the same area as the rich
and middle class live,” he said.
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' Peril ahead

Bascom dug up this stretch in
Welahamka New Town Sth phase
around three months ago but
have not taken any stops bo f0 it
back
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BBMP commits to
Paris Agreement
onclimatechange

Plan to make Bengaluru emission-neutral,
climate-resilient city by 2050

BOSKY KHANNA i@Bengalury

BENGALURT has now given
its commitment to the Paris
Apreement to Keep rise in glo-
hal average temperatures with-
in 2°C of pre-industrial levels,
and to pursue efforts to limit
temperature rises even further
to only 1.50 degrees Celsins.

The Paris Agreement is a le-
gally binding international
treaty on climate change.

BBEMP Commissioner N Man-
junatha Prasad recently wrote
to Mayor Garcetti, the 42nd
Mayvor of Los Angeles, giving
his commitment. The Agree-
ment aims to strengthen the
ability of countries to deal with
unavoidable impacts of climate
change through adaptation.
This iz set in the context of sus-
tainable development and on
the basis of inclusivity for all
communities,

Research by C40 and partners
shows concrete action 1s neces-
sary to achieve the ambition of
the Paris Agreement.

The plan provides a roadmap
outlining the pace, scale and
prioritization of action needed
by C40 member cities, and iden-
tifies these cities’ share of the
remaining global carbon budg-
ets to 2100 that would keep us
on a climate safe path.

“To support the implementa-

tion of the Paris Agreement, 1
commit the City of Bengaluru
to develop and begin imple-
menting a climate action plan
(or series of plans) that will de-
liver action consistent with the
ambitions of the Paris Agree-
ment, and addresses both the
need to reduce greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions and adapt to
the impacts of climate change,™
Prasad said in the letter, a copy
of which is with TNIE.

Prasad said he has committed
that Bengaluru will deliver a
GHG emissions neutral and di-
mate resilient city by 2050, and
set an interim target for 2030, It
will demonstrate how the city
will adapt and improve resil-
ience to climate hazards that
may impact the city,

Rajendra Cholan, BEMP Spe-
cial Conmmissioner Health, said
talks with stakeholders and gov-
ernment departments like the
Karnataka State Pollution Con-
trol Board, transport andenergy
departments were being held.
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Five dead in blaze at Serum Institute facility

SUDHIR SURYAWANSHI @ Mumbai

FIVE persons were charred to
death after a fire broke out at
Serum Institute of India's
plant at Manjri in Pune on
Thursday after noon. The blaze
occurred at anunder-construe-
tion building and all the dead
were contractual workers do-
ing electrical works in the
building.

The deceased were Pune res-
idents Mahendra Ingle and
Pratik Pashte, Rama Shankar
Harijan and Bipin Saro) from
UFP, and Bihar native Sushil
Eumar Pandey

Nine people were evacuated
from the spot. According to a

labourer who was working in
the building at the time of in-
cident, the mishap happened
due to sparks from welding
works on the sixth floor. How-
ever, officials said the canse is
vet to be ascertained.

“We will carry out further
investigation and ascertain
the cause of the fire,” said
Pune Fire Brigade chief
Prashant Ranpise.

The Manjari facility is
where the Covishield vaccines
are made. However, the build-
ing where fire broke out is
around 1 km away from the Co-
vishield vaccine manufactur-
ing unit. Serum Institute CEQ
Adar Poonawalla said Cov-

Workers wearing protective gear
walk after afire broke out at Seum
Institute’s plant at Manjri near Pune
on Thursday | eni

ishield vaccine production
will not be hit due to the fire
incident.

According to eyewitnesses,
there were over 200 workers in
the building. After the fire
broke out, they tried to rush
out. But the fire and smoke
spread so fast that their path
was blocked, forcing many to
jump out of the windows.

Clarifying that the fire broke
out in the BCG vaccine sec-
tion, Maharashtra CM Uddhav
Thackeray said, “The fire oc-
curred due to an electric fault
during the on-going constroc-
tion works. Probe will reveal
all details.”

Serum has announced 25
lakh compensation to families
of persons who died in the fire.

MORE: P10

Smart Clty Bengaluru S blcycle lanes not on track

BOSKY KHANNA idBengalury

‘WHILE the newly completed cy-
cle trackon the footpath of Race
Course Road has made many
citizens happy, they can't help
but wonder when the whole cir-
cuit will be completed.

Set up under the Bengaluru
Smart City project, the stretch
on Race Course Road is part of
a larger cycling circuit. While
the smart roads will be camplet-
ed by January-end, the deadline

forthe cyde tracksislikely to be
March-end due to lack of coor-
dination between six BEMP en-
gineers overseeing the project.
“I have completed the cycle
track on Race Course Road. It
is supposed to connect to Pal-
ace Road, Raj Bhavan Road and
Chalukya Circle, but when the
connection will be done is not
known as the plan and coordi-
nation with other road engi-
neers and traffic police offi-
cials is notyetdrawn,” aBBMP

The newly completed cycle track on
Race Course Road | assisxmisH P

engineer said.

This has left citizens in a
Iurch. Prashanth L, a cyclist
said: “Every one ispraising the
cycle track. But they should
ask where the other tracks are,
because no cyclist can cycle on
the footpath only at Race
Course Road. There are no
markings on the ground identi-
fying the tracks and creating
spaces for bicycles onthe roads,
especially at the junctions.”

Another BEMP engineer as-

signed other roads said that
there was still no clarity on
whichside of the road the track
should be set up and where it
will connect. “So it is unlikely
that the tracks will be ready for
use by January-end even if the
roads are done. It is important
to have cycle tracks as it will
change the look and layout of
the central area of the city,” the
other engineer said.

Creation of cycle tracks and
green footpaths for pedestrians

is a part of the Smart City
project, which includes Palace
Road, Raj Bhavan Road, the
road opposite to the planetari-
umn, and surrounding areas.

Recently BEMP Administra-
tor Gaurav Gupta did a field
survey and set a January-end
deadline. Smart City incharge
minister Byrathi Basavaraj
had also assured citizens that
Phase-1 of the Smart City
roads will be completed within
the stipulated time.

EXPRESS READ

Old BMTC buses totum
into mobile schools

BENGALURU : Bangalome
Metropolitan Transport
Corporation is converting old
vehicles into mobile school
buses which Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike will use to
conduct bridge courses to
bring out of school children
into mainstream schools.
BEMP will purchase 10 buses
at the cost of Rs four lakh per
bus from BMTC. The converted
buses will have vinyl flooring
mat, a white board for
teachers to teach and a chair
for the staffers. The buses will
be sent to areas where the
number of out of school
children is high. Teachers from
BEMP schools will be deputed
to teach these children.
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COVAXIN CONSENT FORM NOT

GIVEN, SAY RECIPIENTS

Many claim they were unaware of forms, some complain they can't read English

RANJANI MADHAVAN @Bengaluru

THE process of administering
Bharat Biotech's Covaxin, al-
ready mired in controversy and
doubt, has not been without
problems in Karnataka.

Although the Centre has ap-
proved Covaxin for emergency
use, phase 3 trials which meas-
ure efficacy are still under way
One centre each in sixdistricts

Ballari, Shivamogga, Has-
san, Chamarajanagar,
Chikkamagaluru and Davan-
agere — have been given doses
of Covaxin. The rest of the
state has received doses of Ox-
ford University's Covishield

Beneficiaries who receive a
shot of Covaxin are to sign a
consent brm, and in caseof an
illiterate person, it has to be
signed in the presence of an im-
partial witness. However, sev-
eral people at centres where
Covaxin is being used, have
gaid that they either received
no consent form, or were ung
ware that such a form existed.
When they did receive the form,
it was in English.

Some health workers did not
even know whether they were
given Covishield or Covaxin

“T was given Covaxin, but I
was notasked to read or fill any
consent form before taking it
The vaccinators only checked
my blood pressure and asked
for some personal and health
information. If there is such a
permission form, they should
have taken my signature.” an
Asha worker in Ballari district
told TNIE, on eondition of
anonymity.

A data entry operator in Sak-
leshpur, Hassan, who took Cov-
axin said, “I was not given any
permission form. They only
took my Aadhaar information

1z I! A f |

A health worker at Minto Ophthalmic Hospital gets the jab | semeamsn

before giving the vaccine.”
What the formsays

The three-page consent form is
crucial for many reasons. One,
it states that “in case of any ad-
verse events or serious adverse
events, you will be provided
medically recognised standard
of care in government desig-
nated and authorised centres/
hospitals. The compensation
for serious adverse events will
be paid by sponsor (BBIL) if the
SAE isproven to be cansally re-
lated to the vaccine™,

The details sought include
recipient’s name, date of birth,
age, gender, marital status, ad-
dress, phone number, name and
address of vaccination site,
name and number of vaccina-
tor or supervising officer. Ques-
tions on medical history in-
clude information about
medication for a chronic ill-
ness, name of illness, whether
they under radiotherapy, etc.

An excerpt of the consent
form reads, “I have been pro-
vided and have read. or had
been explained to me, the fact
sheet about the Covid-19 vacei-

nation. I understand that this
vaccine requires two doses for
it to be effective and two doses
need to be administered. I have
been allowed to ask questions
which were answered tomy sat-
isfaction. [ understand the ben-
efits and risks of the vaccina-
tion as described. Irequest that
the Covid-19 vaccinat ion be giv-
en tome.”

A third Covaxin beneficiary
who is a staff nurse and works
with ASHA workers in Yelan-
dur taluk, Chamarajanagar
district, said, “I took Covaxin
but was not given any consent
form. They only checked my
blood pressure and pulse rate
and wrote down my details
manually "

The consent form requires
the vaceinator to confirm and
sign that they have reviewed
the details of side-effects with
the vaccine recipient.

The form is not just about get-
ting the signature as a purely
mechanical process, but ensur-
ing that the beneficiary is ex-
pained each section of the con-
sent form and answering any
questions they have, sothat they

understand it, said Dr Anant
Bhan, researcher, Global Health,
Bioethies and Health Policy

“Consent has four factors --
information, understanding,
ensuring it is voluntary and not
coerced, as well as documenta-
tion for proof. Not giving the
consent form to the Covaxin
beneficiary is a clear violation
of protocol, as the vaccine has
been approved for restricted
emergency use under the condi-
tion that the beneficiary re-
ceives this form. The vaccine is
in dinjical trial mode and is col-
lecting data for study. People
need to be told that the vaccine
has been approved under spe-
cial eirenmstances and that
they will be tracked for any ad-
verse effects following immuni-
sation, il any, and whom to re-
port if such things happen,” Dr
Bhan said.

Forms in English

Some doctors and nurses who
rece ived Covaxin in Vijayana-
gar Institute of Medical Sci-
ences, Hassan Institute of Med-
ical Sciences and MeGann
District Hospital in Shivamog-
ga, said they did receive the
consent form and it was in
English.

Public Health Doctor Dr Syl-
via Karpagam said, “Pour-
akarmikas, ASHA workers,
Group D employees, are often
Dalit women and men, They
are at the lowest end of the hi-
erarchy and may not be able to
understand English. Health-
care workers who come under
contractors may be vulnerable
and may be forced to take the
vaccine, under orders, without
taking their consent.”

Dr Bhan added that the con-
sent form must be printed in
the languages of each state.
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22 suffer side-effects
in B’luru West Zone

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@Bengalury

IN all, 22 advwerse events fol-
lowing immunisation (AEFD
were reported after benefici-
aries took the Covid vaccine
in BEBMP West Zone on Thurs-
day This is the highest nnmber
of AEFIs reported from any
zone, or all zones put together
in Bengaluru, till date.

Manoranjan Hegde, health
officer, West Zone, said, “Mi-
nor AEFIs including giddi-
ness, fever, chills, pain at the
gite of injection were report-
ed. The beneficiaries did not
require hospitalisation, and
only needed observation.
Medicines were given to those
with fever and chills but not to
those with giddiness.”

The only other zone in the
capital with AEFI was South
Zone, with one case of awom-
an sufferning from dizziness
for a few seconds.

Shivakumar, health officer
South fone, said, “This is not

EXPRESS READ

really an AEFI and may have
happened due to pain or anxi-
ety. She was fine after a few
seconds and did not need
medicines.”

Totally, 52 per cent of the
targeted beneficiaries were
given the vaceine in the city
on Thursday — 1,027 from the
government and 4,282 from
the private sector — antil 8.30
pim. Usually the drive is only
till 5 pm but was extended for
the first time on Thursday OfF
the 32.773 targeted people,
17.190 could get the jab. Ha-
veri, Uttara Kannada and
Yadgir had zero targets and
#ero achievement.

The best performing dis-
tricts were NMandya (82%),
Chikkaballapur (78%), Dhar-
wad (75% ), Hassan (74%) and
Chikkamagaluru (72%).

The cumulative coverage
from January 16 to January 21
has been 57 per cent. Mo major
AEFI cases were reported
across the state, according to
the gover nment.

Haverirecords lowest active cases

HAVERI: Hospitals in Haveri district have no Covid patients, with the
only seven positive cases in home isolation. The district has the
lowest active cases in the state. At present, there are zero fresh

cases at least three days a week and the remaining days 1-3 cases
are being reported. ENS

EYEOF STORM

Tumakuru
officials fake

taking jab

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@Tumﬂtu‘m

TWO Tumakuru health de-
partment officials are in the
eve of a storm after a video
of them pretending to take
the vaccine went viral on so-
cial media.

District Health Officer Dr M
B Nagendrappa and principal
of the health staff training in-
stitute DrRajani M pretended
to take the vaccine at the Dis-
trict Training Centre (DTC)
on January 16.

Deputy Commissioner Dr
Rakesh Kumar had visited the
centre that day and advised
senior health officials to take
the shot as it would send a
message to health workers
who had signed up for the
vaccine

“Tdid pretend for the dem-
onstration, but I took the
vaccine later, The informa-
tion has not been uploaded
as mapping was not done in
my case,” Dr Nagendrappa
told The New [Indian
Express.

Dr Rajani, said, “Mapping
for my vaccination was done
and I got the jab much eardi-
er, before demonstrating to
the media.™
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INASMART MOVE, BSY
RETAINS KEY PORTFOLIOS

Bengaluru Development, Energy, Infrastructure in demand, could
cause heartburn; CM promises Munirathna that he’ll be inducted

AN N SRR e

IN a smart move, keeping elec-
tions, especially the Bruhat
Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike
(BEMP) polls in mind, Chief
Minister BS Yedivurappa re-
tained the Bengaluru Develop-
ment portfolio, coveted by many
of his cabinet colleagues.

Of 33 ministers in Yediy-
urappa’s cabinet, eight are from
Bengaluru. While five of them

Deputy Ch Ashwath Naray-
an, V Somanna, Suresh Kumar,
Aravind Limbavali and R
Ashoka are from the old tearn,
ST Somashekar, Byrathi Basa-
varaj and Gopalaiah are from
the new tearn.

This apart, Yedivurappa has
also promised Rajarajeshwari-
nagar MLA Munirathna that
he will induct him into the min-
istry for helping him form the
gover niment.

Allocating Bengaluru Devel-
opment to any one of these
ministers would have widened
the gap between the old and
new teams, and also the minis-
ters. This could impact BEMEP
elections, BJP sources said.
There was a buzz that Limbav-
ali was keen on the portfolio,
bt was given Forests,
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A file picture of the new ministers taking oath before Governar Vajubhai Yala and

Chief Minister Yediyurappa at Raj Bhavan in Bengaluru

On Wednesday, the Congress
appointed R Ramalinga Reddy
as a KPCC Working President,
clearly with the BEMP elec-
tions in mind. This also means
that the BJP has to flex some
muscle against the Congress
veteran. “Each of these eight
MLAs is strong in some con-
stituencies - Ashoka has a hald
on Bengaliru South, Somanna
and Suresh Kumar onthe West,
Somashekar and Ashwath
Narayan on the North, Aravin-
da Limbavali on the East.

“Giving importance to any
one of them might not be ac-
ceptable to the others, and
could affect the BEMP polls.
BJP iz under pressure to win

the elections as the party is rul-
ing the State, so the CM cannot
take a risk at this time,” said
BJP sources.

Other than Backward Class-
es and Information and Public
Relations, Yedivurappa re-
tained most of the portfolios he
was holding. Minister Umesh
Katti, who got Food and
Civil Supplies, was said to be
eving Energy

A fewother ministers, inchud-
ing Ramesh Jarkiholi, was also
hoping to bag Energy. Again,
the CM has kept this portfolio,
controlling more damage. Infra-
structure is another portfolioin
demand, which he has not allo-
cated to anvone
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Centremodifies appto
address lower vaccination

CoW!IN now has provision for walk-in beneficiaries on any date

Q

The paradox is that
countries across globe
are asking us for access
to the vaccines while a
section of our own is
fomenting
formation and

m
doubt for narrow
political ends
Union Health Minis ter
Harsh Vardhan

PLAN TO INOCULATE
30 CRORE PEOPLE
IN 6-8 MONTHS

The country plans to
vaccinate around 30 crore
people with two doses each
in the first six to eight
months of the year. The
recipients include 3 crore
doctors, nurses and other
frontline workers, to be
followed by people who are
either over 50 years of age or
have illnesses that make
themvulnerable to Covid-19.
The pace of the vaccination,
since the launch on January
16, however, has been slower
than expected and till
Thursday 10,40,014
beneficiaries had taken
either Covishield or Covaxin
across India

SUBI SUEANYADUYTAG HewiDehl

AMID reports of low turnout
of beneficiaries for Covid-19
vaccinations and wastage of
vaceines, the Centre has modi-
fied the CoWIN app, the plat-
formdriving the immunisation
drive, to allow registered but
non-allocated individuals to
take the shots.

This new feature will permit
states to accommodate walk-
ins, especially at centres where
less than 100 people per day, as
planned, are taking the jabs.

“While the average vaccina-
tion sessions allowed per site
are 100, in a majority of the
states, fewer people were
turning up as a result
of which a large
number of vacecines
were getting wasted,”
said an official in the
Union Ministry of
Health and Family Wel-
fare. “Therefore, following re-
quests by the states, we have
created a provision in the app
to also accommodate registered
beneficiaries scheduled to take
the jab on other dates.”

The pace of the vaccination,
since thelaunch on January 16,
however, has been slower than
expected and till Thursday
10,40,014 beneficiaries had tak-
en either Covishield or Covaxin
across India,

The sources in the govern-
ment also said that the Centre
may allow self-registration by
the elderly and those with
comorbidities on the CoWIN-
platform for faster and easier

enrolment to receive a shot of
the vaccine.

“An Aadhaar-based enrol-
ment process could also be
rolled out for the elderly and
those with comorbidities on
the CoWIN platform, which
may be integrated with the
widely used Aarogya Setuapp,”
said an official.

As per the plan, the CoWIN
platform will allow the public
to access certain features

only those required for enrol- |

ment and vaceination and not
the complex back-end opera-
tions — on the Aarogya Setu
app.

Aarogya Setu app, the single-

window interface for health-
related updates related to
Covid-19launched by the
Centre in Aprillast year;
has been downloaded by
over 17 million users,

Meanwhile, Union

Health Minister Harsh Var-
dhan, while launching a major
communication campaign to
address hesitance shown by
people towards the vaccines
and misinformation, said all
eminent doctors of well-known
hospitals have taken the vac-
cine and praised the exercise
for its desired end.

“It is only a handful of vested
politieal interests who are
spreading rumours,” he said.

Vardhan added that “the par-
adox is that countries across
globe are asking usfor access to
the vaccines while a section of
our own is fomenting misinfor-
mation and doubt for narrow
political ends.”

vaccination without fear and

apprehension. The vaccines given in India
are absolutely safe and have had no major
adverse side-ef fects . Mild fever, injection
site pain and body ache are not side-
effects but only effects of the vaccine
Getting the jabis the only way we can end
this pandemic. Whan more people take the
vaccine, it boosts public confidence. Even
those who are apprehensive or worried will
come forward to take the jab. With mone

people getting vaccinated, we
can achieve herd immunity

Dr €N Manjunath,

Director of Jayadeva Institute of Cardiology
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PM's ‘vaccines ki baat’
with Varanasi people

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will
interact with beneficiaries and
vaccinators of the Covid
vaccination drive in Varanasion
Saturday. The interaction is aimed
at countering the skepticism
about the vaccines ina few
sections of the society. The
participants in the video
conference interaction will share
their first-hand experience of
vaccination. The Prime Minister
has regularly been interacting
with people from his constitue ncy.

Nepal, Bangladesh
get Indian shots

Bangladesh and Nepal on
Thursday received Indian-
manufactured Covid vaccines.
External Affairs Minister 5
Jaishankar took to Twitter to
make the announcement. “Nepal
receives Indian vaccines. Putting

2.3 lakh healthcare workers get the jab
on Thursday as total count crosses 10L

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ New Delhi

THE number of healthcare
workers who have received
Covid-19 vaccine jabs in the
country till the evening of the
sixth day of the nationwide im-
munisation drive crossed one
million as per provisional re-
ports, Union Health Ministry
said on Thursday

The Ministry also said on
Thursday, 2,33,530 beneficiaries
were vaccinated till 6 pm
through 4,043 vaceination ses-
sions held across 27 states and
Union Territories, while add-
ing the final report would be

JAB FORTHE

WARRIOR

| took the vaccine today and I'm doing
perfectly fine. All healthcare workers and
frantline wamiors should volunteer for the

completed by late in the night.

The highest number of
vaccinations — 26, 558 — were
recorded in Odisha followed by
Telangana where 26, 441 health-
care warkers took the jab on
Thursday

The countrywide Covid vac-
cination programme was con-
ducted successfully on the sixth
day as well, said Dr Manohar
Agnani, the additional secre-
tary in the Union health minis-
try. “The total number of
healtheare workers vaccinated
against Covid has touched
10.40,014 (till Thursday 6 pm)
through 18,161 sessions, as per

| registered willingly, but was alittle
apprehensive. However, after weighing the
risk and the benefits, | opted for it. Them
hawe been no side-effects or discomfort. A
few of my colleagues had mild to moderate
body pain and felt feverish too. But they
are also doing absolutely fine now. | would
strongly recommend that everyone takes
the vaccine. | thank everyone who was
involved in the development of this
vaccine. My wife is also a doctor and is
waiting for her tum. We should remember
that we still need to follow protocol —
wearing a mask, maintaining social
distance and washing hands frequently

the provisional report,” he
said.

The ministry said 187 adverse
event following immunisation
(AEFI) have been reported till 6
pm on the sixth day of the vac-
cination drive. “A person who
was vaccinated on January 16
and developed intracranial he-
morrhage on January 20 has
been admitted to Geetanjali
Medical College and Hospital,
Udaipur in Rajasthan and it is
not related to vaceination. Fur-
ther, no death has been report-
ed today” said the health min-
istry official.

With agency inpuis

even after vaccination

Dr Bhagath Ram DR, consultant anesthesiclogist,
Institute of Nephro and Urology, Bengakuru

i s first, putting people
first!” he tweeted. In another
tweet, the ministersaid that the
supply of vaccines to Bangladesh
reaffirms the highest priority India
accorded to its ties with
Bangladesh.

Elderly lawmakers to
get jab in next round ?

Elected representatives above 50
years of age are likely to be
vaccinated against Covid-19in the
second round of the ongoing
inoculation drive after over three
crore healthcare and frontline
workers are vaccinated in the first
round. A government source,
however, insisted that thereis no
specific timeline for the
vaccination of top politicians. The
PM had earlier said that 30 crore
people will be vaccinated in the
next few months.




m US finally joins WHO's Covax facility for vaccines | ® Experts relieved as Biden restores WHO funding |
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m US set to rejoin Paris accord on climate change

JOEGOES GLOBAL INANTI-COVID FIGHT

WASHINGTON

The United States said on
Thursday it would resume its
funding for the UN's health
agency, WHO, as President Joe
Biden shifts towards greater
international cooperation in
the fight against Covid-19.

On his first day in the job, Bi-
den confirmed he had reversed
the decision of former presi-
dent Donald Trump to quit the
World Health Organization
(WHO).

“Under trying cireumstanc-
es, this organisation has rallied
the scientific and research and
development community to ac-
celerate vaccines, therapies
and diagnostics,” top US scien-
tist Anthony Faucitold a WHO
meeting via video-link, con-
firming that the US would con-
tinue to pay its dues to the
organisation

Fauei also said Biden will is-
sue a directive Thursday that
shows the United States’ intent
to join the Covax Facility, a
praject to deploy Covid-19 vac-
cines to people in need around
the world — whether in rich or
poor countries. Under Trump,
the US had been the highest-
profile — and most deep-pock-
eted — holdout from the COV-
AXFacility whichhasstruggled
to meet its poals of distributing
millions of vaccines both be-
cause of financial and logistic
difficulties.

Good news for India?

WHO and leaders in many de-
veloping countries have repeat-

edly expressed concerns that
poorer places could be the last
to get Covid-19 vaccines, while
noting thatleaving vastswaths
of the global population unvac-
cinated puts everyone at risk.
The Covax programime aims to
secure enough Covid-19 vae-
cinesthis year for themost vul-
nerable 20% in every country,
rich or poor.

Currently around 190 coun-
tries are participating, includ-
ing the 92 low-income and low-
er-middle income nations such
as India, Nigeria, Pakistan and
Vietnam.

Aimed at pooling the risk
and rewards, Covax has struck
agreements with manufactur-
ers for two billion vaccine dos-
es, and has secured options on
afurther billion

It is co-led by the WHO as
well as Gavi, the Vaccine Alli-
ance, and CEFI, the Coalition
for Epidemic Preparedness
Innovations

Nearly $7 bn funding needed

The project’s suceess also rests
on Whether it can raise the re-
quired funding. Covax raised
the initial $2 billion last year.

But at least $4.6 billion more
will beneeded this year for pro-
curement, with a further $800
million needed for research
and development and $1 .4 bil-
lion for vaccine delivery
support.

The WHO hopes to distribute
145 million doses worldwide in
the first three months of this
year. However; the WHO has re-
peatedly hit out at “vaccine na-
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Prasident Joe Biden leaves after attending a virtual swearing-in caremany of
palitical appointees from the State Dining Room of the White House | ap

4,05,400

people in the US have died after
testing positive for Covid-19, a toll
that surpasses the 4,05,389
military fatalities of the US in
World War |I. The number includes
both combat and non-combat
deaths.

Quarantine for US amivals

Biden will Kick off his national
Covid-19 strategy to ramp up
vaccinations and testing, reo-
penschools and businesses and
increase the use of masks — in-
cluding a requirement that
Americans mask up for travel.

TheUS mask order for travel
being implemented by Biden
will apply to airports and

tionalism” - particularly rich
countries hogging thefirst dos-
es off the production line in
their own direct deals with
manufacturers, bypassing
Covax.

planes, ships, intercity buses,
trains and public transport.
Travelers from abroad must
furnish a negative test before
departing for the US and quar-
antine uponarrival. Agencies

Leaders laud US return to Paris pact

LONDON

World leaders breathed an au-
dible sigh of relief that the
United States under President
Joe Biden is rejoining the glo-
bal effort to curb climate
change, a cause that his
predecessor had
shunned.

British Prime Min-
ister Boris Johnson
and French President
Emmanuel Macron were
among those weleoming Bi-
den’s decision to rejoin the the
Paris climate accord, revers-
ing a key Trump policy in the
first hours of his presidency
Wednesday

“Rejoining the Paris Agree-
ment is hugely positive news,”

U.S.VACCINATION RATE PICKS UP

Therollout |

of Covid-19
vactines
inthe US
is picking

elays
nitially.
Biden has set
agoalof 100
million shots

10013000
®3001-4000+

inhisfirst

100 daysin
office.

3mn/day

Johnson wrote on Twitter

Britain, which is hosting this

year's UN climate summit,

looked forward to working

with the Biden administration
on the issue, he said

Macron likewise tweet-

ed his joy at the US re-

Joining the Paris pact,

saying that with Bi-

den, “we will be

stronger to face the

challenges of our time.

Stronger to build our fu-

ture. Stronger to protect our

planet.”

The accord, forged in the
French capital in 2015, com-
mits countries to put forward
plans for reducing their emis-
sions of greenhouse gases
such as carbon dioxide, which

1onaee
ap0p0n
600000

&p0pon

100000

is released from burning fossil
fuels. Former President Don-
ald Trump had questioned the
scientific warnings about
man-made global warming, at
times accusing other coun-
tries of using the Paris accord
as a club to hurt Washington.
The US. formally left the pact
in November.

By contrast, Biden put the
fight against climate change at
the center of his presidential
campaign and on Wednesday
immediately launched a series
of climate-friendly efforts to
bring Washington back instep
with the rest of the world on
the crucial issue. “A ery for
survival comes from the plan-
et itself,” Biden said in his in-
augural address. AP

TRENDINGUP
Daily Cavid-19 vaccine
doses administered,
T-day rolling average

Soree: Our Warld inDas

Doses gven par 1lakhpeople

During flu season, the
million people a day, said Dr. Christopher Murray of the
Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation in Seattle

|
Decdl | Tmnio
ISRAEL moia |

U.5. is able to vaccinate about 3
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Fire at Serum’s Pune Plant Leaves 5 Dead

&ald there wonkl be no disruptlon o
Cov i VacEIne Suppies, STTmakeS T
Covishield vaccine, which accounts
fior the bulk of India‘s Covld nocula-
tlon programme, ased on Asmrads-
neca-Oxford University knowhow
While the Incident Mkely won't ham-
e COWI] VaACTI T SUppIles 10 th Short
term, planned increases could be im-
peacted, people aware of the develop- 4
ment okl ET. 1

Loss pegged at T1kcr;
CEO Poonawalla rules
out disruptionin Covid
vaccine supplies

Dur Bureaws

Mumbal | Pune: A fire at Serum In-
silomie of India (3175 In Pume left Ave
dead and damaged 8 manufaciuring
plant, possibly threatening futire
suppliesof Covid-1vaccines n [ndia
and abroad. CED Adar Poonawalla

TOTAL
VALCINATIONS

No Loss of Cowshleld

Production:

»» From Page 1

A new line to make Covid vacel-
nes was belng Installed at the
plant, which makes BCG vaccl
nes, they sald.

The total monetary loss due oo
the fire was estimated at 1,000
crore, they sald.

Poonawalla sald the Incldent
won't affect Covishield plans.

“I'would Hke to reassure all go-
vernmenis & ihe public that
there would be no loss of #C0-
VISHIELD production due to
multiple production bulldings
that [ had Kept in reserve o deal
with such contingencies at Se-
rum Institute of India,” he twe-
enad.

A company spokesman told
ET that 1t “does not anticipate
any disruptlon to its Covid vac.
cine production.” 811 has reser-
ves of up to 50 milllon Covishi-
eld doses. [tsexpected to supply
mare than 260 million doses In
the next quarter to India and
other countries as well as the
GAVI Alliance, Those produc-
tlon commitments may have to
be revised, sald people aware of
the matter:

Poonawalla

Maharashira chief minister
Uddhav Thackeray twostsd
that an electrical fault caused
the fire at the plant that made
BCG vaccings,

Thackeray will visit SII at no-
on Friday to take stock of the sl-
tuation, according to the chief
minister'sofflce,

511 1s pledged to manufacture
close o 1 billlon doses of the
vaccine being develo-
ped by US-hased No-
vavax wo the World He-
alth Organistion’s Co-
vax facility It's also committed
to providing up to 400 million
doses of the AZ-Oxford vaccine
Lo Covax.

Maharashiradeputy chief mi-
niswer Ajit Pawar said the state
government has ordered a pro-
be Into the blaze. It broke out at
2:45 pm on the fourth and ffth
floors of the SEZ 3 bullding on
SII's premises and was brought
under control in two hours, po-
lice said,

Pune chief fire offcer Pras-
hant Ranplse sald 15 water tan-
kiers were pressed Into actlon
and the Are was brought under
control At around 4:30 pm.




p Sl =l
Iae EcoNomic Tives

INITIATE TALKS WITH VACCINE MAKERS TO PROCURE JABS

Stafling Cos Seek Vax for
Lakhs on their Payrolls

SreeradhaDBasu &
PrachiVerma Dadhwal

Kolkata | New Delhl: Top staf-
fing and logistics companies, in-
cluding Shadowfax, Quess Corp,
Manpower, Adecco, TeamLease
Services and CIEL that hawve
lakhs of contract workers on the-
ir payrolls and service thousands
of companies, are exploring op-
tions to get Covid-19 vaccines —
once they become available com-
mercially — for employees and as-
sociates. Many of these peopleha-
ve been working as essential ser-
vice providers right through the
pandemic.

While some firms are conside-
ring plans to set up camps at cli-
ent locations, a few have Initiated
talks with vaccine manufactu-
rers and suppliers as they explore
options to ensure employee safe-
t¥. A bulk of these workers are
employed in frontline roles such
as in last-mile delivery, customer
service, facility management, se-
curity and feet-on-the-sireet, and
face greater risk compared with
most others.

On-demand logistics service pro-
vider Shadowfax, with a 1.5lakh
delivery-partner network, has ini-
tiated talks with vaccine manufac-
turers and large pharma distribu-
tors. “We would like to cover the
cost for our delivery partners as
much as possible, Conversations
are going on and we will have more
carity inthecomingdays,” said co-
founder Praharsh Chandra.

“Once government and vaccine
manufacturers confirm bulk
supplies for employers, we will
consider working closely with cli-
onts, especially where there is a
large workforce under one roof.
Such vaccination camps can be
facilitated in manufacturing, in-
dustries, banking and other such
sectors,” sald Lohit Bhatla, presi-
dentof workforce management at

Keeping Them Safe

Companies will do so once

clients & are

exposaed to
vaccines are commercially
available to procure
Initiated Costarted S
talks with ! drawing up list
manufacturers | of frontline staff
Quess Corp. mic,” sald managing director

Quess’ frontline workforce in fa-
cility management and security,
deployed at hospitals in roles
suchasward boys and general du-
ty assistants, have already star-
ted getting vaccines through the
hospitals under which they are
deployed, said Bhatia.

India had vaccinated more than
7.86 lakh people as of Wednesday
evening. While the pandemic has

AT RISK

A bulk of theseworkers
areemployed infront-
lineroles suchasinlast-
miledelivery, customer
service, security, etc

seen adeclining trend in the count-
¥, the overall number of cases In
India is the highest after the US.
ManpowerGroup India is explo-
ring possibilities of vaccinating
frontline staff as soon as the go-
vernment makes it commercially
avallable for corporates. “It wo-
uld be our way of showing grati-
tude to our employvees for risking
their lives all through the pande-

Sandeep Gulati.

CIEL is making a list of employ-
205 in frontline roles such as sa-
les, customer service, warehou-
sing, last-mile delivery, admini-
stration, billing and facility ma-
nagement, who are at a greater
risk of the infection. “While the
exercise s still on, we estimate
this to be about 10,000 employees
spread across India. Wewill track
the progress of vaccination and
explore possibilities of organi-
sing the programme for them
through a provider,” sald CEO
Aditya Narayan Mishra.

Firms said they are monitoring
the efficacy of the vaccination
drive, as they continue to stress
on following safety protocols and
social distancing. “We are explo-
ring the right approach to inocu-
late our frontline employees in a
staged manner in the coming
months,” sald Manu Salgal - di-
rector of general staffing & per-
manent recruitment at Adecco.

TeamLease cofounder Ritupar-
na Chakraborty said the compa-
ny was anticipating enguiries
from organisations seeking help
inprocuring vaccines for employ-
ees deployed with them, especial-
1y In outhound roles and manu-
facturing jobs.
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India Gifts Over

State Sees

EEEL‘EE“&? 2m Vaccine 674 New
999,065 +10258¢  DOSestoB'desh  cqyid Cases
Globally (51 countries) PTI

54.70 Million

Dhaka: India on Thursday offi-

Our Bureau

SO0 BOOMBEnE vaoring tracker * 5 of Gom cially handed over 2 million doses Bengaluru: Karna-
(=} change ower ey oy of Covid-19 vaccine asa gift to Ban- taka reported 674
gladesh. The vaccines were provid- new cases of Co-
Global case count Crosses 57 m, ed to Bangladesh at a crucial time vid19 on Thursday,
recoveries 70m-+ Wﬂﬂﬂmﬂgﬁgwg&ﬂmﬁ“ﬁ pushing the infection count to
cases 934,252, The state also recor-
TOTAL CASES IN INDIA “India had stood by Bangla- ol
ded two deaths taking the toll
10 51M (+#15,279) desh during the (1971) t012.187.
. " Liberation War, and today, Nearly half of these cases
when the pandemic is rattling (371) were from Bengalurucity,
Active | Recovered | Deaths the world, India again came The capital also added one de-
193659 10.27M |152,906 with glfts of vaccines,” Ban-  a4h i the past 24 hours.
(sa] | faamy | 15y R s S [ The day also recorded 815 re-
ul Momen said.
SO (VTN 1IAM, Jarniary 21, et of A coveries, which was higher
T by ol 1+ Chage Dwer (e dlay compared to the new cases.

India plane, car-

- %E&%ﬁn@ lﬂ.‘ﬂﬂ: VACCINATIONDRIVE
ed at Dhaka's Haz- Covid vaccination drive has
rat Shahjalal In- continued in the state, with
Vacal tornational 17,190 people inoculated on
Vhente  AlrportonThurs  Thursday Whilethestateachi-
Bangladesh day Indian high evedabout52% of the targeton
atacruclal  commissioner Thursday, the overall coverage
timewhen  Vikram Dorais- asagainst the target in the last
thenumber  wami handed five days is 57%.
of Covid over the vaccines
casesinthe  formally to Mo-
country men at a formal
Isrising function.

Source povad 1 9indta vy [Tty metr
GLOBAL COUNT

Total Cases
8743 M

mmvm?ﬁhl

Deaths
2,086,194

St worldomensrs info 7 £5pm)

Momen said the vaccine sup-
ply is a gift of goodwill that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and his Bangladeshi counter-
part Sheikh Hasina have
achieved through building
strong parinership between the
two neighbouring nations.

Health minister Zahid Ma-
leque joined the function dur-
ing which Momen termed the
MNew Delhi initiative as a proof
of true friendship between Ban-
gladesh and India.
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‘Sputnik Vax to Cost
Below $10in India,

Expect No

Divya. Rajagopal
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: The Bussian Develop-
ment Investment Fund (RDIF) the
sovereign fund from Russia backing
the Sputnik V vaccine, on Thursday
said that the company expects to
register the vaccine in India soon
and will be pricing it at 1ess than $10.
Kirill Dmitriev, CEQ, RDIE, told ET
that the price of the vaccine is 1/4th
of mRNA vaccines with over 90% ef-
ficacy charge.

“We believe that you know, there
needs to be equal access, equal pric-
ing to all of the countries without
any sort of changes. Now, this price
is onehalf to one third of other vac-
cines that have efficacy of more
than 90%. So, vaccines of Moderna
and Pfizer with over 20% efficacy
are double and triple the price of
our vaccine,” Dimitri said. The
RDIF which has backed the Gama-
leya Institute of Infectious disease
1ses two adenovirns vectors for vac-
cination, which it said gives better
pfficacy. The company is also doing
trials with AstraZeneca on this vac-
cine. RDIF told ET that its pricing
point makes sense considering the
storage requirement is +2 +8 de-
grees stability of the vaccine, which
is very important for logistics.

Hyderabad based Dr Reddy’s is
running the clinical trial of the
vaccine in India and it went into
phase 3 earlier this month. The
company is expected to file for
emergency approval by early
March. On Thursday UAE and
Hungary officially registered the
vaccine in their countries, with
Hungary being the first EU nation
toregisterthe vaccine. Thepriceof

‘}! Soon’

Vaccines of Mod-

ernaand Pfizer
with over 90% efficacy
aredoubleand triple
the price of our vaccine

KIRILL DMITRIEV
CEO, RDIF

the vaccine however will be diffi-
cult tomatch of companiessuchas
Serum who is offering the vaccine
at less than $2 t0 government ten-
der. The vaccine will have to find
takers in private market.

Sputnik V vaccine development
has become a political cross fire be-
tween the Wiost and Russia where
several countries in the West have
dismissed the claims made by
RDIF asnot supported by data.

Dimitri in an address to media
said the vaccine by it's “deeds and
actions continues to demonstrate
success after success, because at
the core it's a very safe and effl-
clent product™.
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BIDEN VOWS HEALING AND ACTION ON COVID PANDEMIC

US Intends to Join Covax and Remain
WHO Member, Says Anthony Fauci

Says US will ‘fulfil its financial obligations' to WHO and work with other members on reforms

Washington: US infectious-disea-
se chief Anthony Faucl pledged
his country’s commitment to the
World Health Organization, inclu-
ding membership in a global effort
todeploy Covid-19 vaccines,

Fauci addressed the Geneva-ba-
sed group a day after Joe Biden's
inauguration, underlining the
new US president’s effort to mend
tles with an agency crucial to figh-
ting the pandemic. He conflrmed
that the US will join Covax, a92-na-
tion vaccine collaboration that the
Trump administration declined to
participate in.

“The US also Intends to fulfll its
financial obligations™ to the WHO,
Fauci said in a speech via a video
link. *The US sees technical colla-
boration on all levels as a funda-
mental part of our relatlonship
with the WHO, one wevalue deeply
and look to strengthen going for-

Us Infectious-disease chlef Anthony Faucl

palgn to reengage with allies
spurned by his predecessor. The
United Nations agency was a fre-
quent target of former President
Donald Trump, who accused it of
being lax on China and failing to

Biden reversed Trump’s decision
to exit the WHO on his first day in
office as the US death toll from Co-
vid exceeded 400,000, higher than
anyother country.

The US has been the WHO's lar-

tory and voluntary contribo-
tlons, and Trump's declslon last
year drew sharp criticism in
Congress, as well as from allies in
Europe. The WHO has been hea-
vily involved in the fight against
the coronavirus, especlally in po-
orcountries.

Fauci, director of the NationalIn-
stitute of Allergy and Infectious
Diseases, spoke at Thursday's ses-
slon of a series of executive board
meetings that began Monday.
WHO Director-General Tedros Ad-
hanom Ghebreyesus congratula-
ted Biden and Vice President Ka-
mala Harris on Twitter late Wed-
nesday.

Antony Blinken, Blden's cholce
for secretary of state, said earlier
this week that a US rift with WHO
may be healingand that the USwas
preparing to join Covax, the pro-
gram led by the WHO, the Coall-
tion for Epidemic Preparedness

Covax to
Supply 1.8B
Doses to Poor
Nationsin’'21

London: The Covax vaccine
sharing platform designed io
ensure equitable access to Co-
vid-19shots sald on Thursday it
aimed to deliver 1.8 billion do-

Ses to poorer countries in 2021
and hoped to fulfll supply deals
forwealthier ones in the second
half of the year.

But Covax, which
isco-led by the GAVI
vaccinealliance, the
World Health Orga-
nlzatlon (WHO) and
others, said there

were many uncertainties affec-
ting the procurement and supp-
Iy of Covid19 vaccines, and
terms of the deals were “sub-
Jecttochange”.

The 1.8 billion doses would be
supplied via anadvance market
commiiment (AMC) to 92 eli-
gible countries and would cor-
respond to approximately 27%
coverage of populations in tho-
se countries, GAVI said in an

ward.” provide accurate informationabo- gest contributor, providing $400 Innovations and Gavi, the Vaccine updated forecast for Covax.
Fauci's address initlates a cam- utthevirus. million to $500 million inmanda-  Alliance. Bloomberg Reuters
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Hungary Becomes
FirstinEUto

Approve Russian
Covid Vaccine

Budapest: Hungary became
the first European Union na-
tion to approve Russia's Co-
vid-19 vaccine as Prime Mini-
ster Viktor Orban takes a pre-
election risk to accelerate the
country's exit from the coro-
navirus crisis.

Hungary's drug regulator
granted emergency approval
for Russia’s Sputnik Vand al-
S0 to the vaccine developed
by AstraZeneca PIc, Cabinet
Minister Gergely Gulyas sa-
id at a briefing on Thursday.

The decision follo-
wedpressureby Or-
ban to fast-track
the process and

skirt the EU, which
has yettoauthorise
eitherone.

While Hungarian Prime Mi-
nister is regularly criticised
in the EU for his cozy rela-
tionship with Russian Presi-
dent Vliadimir Putin and the
Chinese Communist Party le-
adership, he may only be the
first rather than the sole wes-
tern leader to secure alterna-
tive supplies from the east
amid the slow roll-out of wes-
tern vaccines that has left go-
vernments exasperated. The
government in Budapest isal-
s0 considering procuring a
Chinese vaccine from Sinop-
harm. Bloomberg

Too Earlyto Slay When Covid Lockdo':dvn

will End, Says British PM J

London: It is too early to say when
the natlonal coronavirus lock-
down in England will end, British
Prime Minister Boris Johnson sa-
id on Thursday, as daily deaths
from Covid-19 reach now highsand
hospitals become increasingly
stretched.

Britain posted a fresh record in
daily deaths on Wednesday for the
second day running, figures John-
son has called “appalling”.

A provalence survey, known as RE-
ACT-, suggested infections had not
fallen in the first days of lockdown,
though the government has said
that the impact of national restric-
tlons Introduced on Jan. 5 was not
yet reflectad In the numbers.

“I think it's too early to say when
we'll be able tolift some of some of
the restrictions,” Johnson told
broadcasters.

Borls Johnson

“What we're seeing in the ONS da-
ta, in the REACT survey, we're see-
ing the contagiousness of the new
variant that we saw arrive just be-
fore Christmas. There'sno doubt 1t
does spread very fast indeed.”

England's third national lockdown
has seen bars, restaurants andscho-
ols mostly closed, with Johnson at-
tributing a steep rise in cases at the

ohnson

end of last year to a more transmis-
sible variant of the coronavirus
frst detected In England.

While deaths have been rising,
the number of new caseshas fallen
from a peak of 68,000 on Jan. 8 to
38,000 0n Wednesday,

Johnson aims to vaccinate high
priority groups by mid-February
to protect the eldest, the most vul-
nerable and frontline health staff,
before considering whether rest.
rictions can be eased.

Earller, education minister Ga-
vin Willilamson sald he hoped
schools would reopen by Easter,
and that they would have would ha-
ve two weeks' notice before restar-
ting. Ministers have appealed to
people to stay at home as much as
they can to prevent hospitalsbeing
overwhelmed and to give anthori-
ties time to roll out Covid-19 vacci-
nes. Reuters

Moderna Shipments
Lag in NYC, States on
Temperature lssue

New York: McKesson is repla-
cing some shipmentis of Moder-
na Inc’s Covid-19 vaccine after
they got too cold In transit, un-
derlining the logistical hurdles
that face the US vaccination
campalgn as states confront
surgingdemand for the shots.
The company, which Is hand-
lingdistribution of the Moderna
vaccine for the US government,
said that some shipmenis it sent
Sunday had fallen below their re-
commended temperature range.
McKesson sald gel packs used in
shipping the shots had become
too cold. New York Mayor Billde
Blasio said that the city was for-
ced to reschedule 23,000 vaceina-
tion appointments due to a delay
in the delivery of 108,000 doses of
the Moderna shot. Bloomberg

Germany’s Virus Deaths Surpass 50,000

Berlin: Germany’s coronavirus ratail-
tles passed 50,000, underscoring the
urgency racing Chancellor Angela
Merikel's government tocheck the
spread of the disease and guard
3gaINst new MULAToNs.

In Europe's largest economy, 1,013
peoplegled rmom Covia-19Inthe 24
hours through Thursday morning,
fakingthe total number of deaths o
50,010, according to data from Johns
Hopkins University. Pandemic-
related ratalities have doubled In the

pastmontn.

Merkel will aoaress Germany's ngnt
agaInstthe alsease ata newscon-
Terence later on Thursday, Justtwo
03ys afner sStruggling to reach com-
mon groundwith state ieaders The
chancellor pushed ror tougher curps,
Dut some state leaders resisted, wary
of voter gissatistaction ahead or
reglonal and natlonal elections inthe
coming months.

‘While Infections have declined in
recent days and the contaglon rate s

atthelowest level since the beginning
Or November, It remains more than
aouDble 3 government target Authorl-
Tles are concerned that Tast-spreading
strains could spark asurge like In
Britain and ireland. Merkel thisweek
raisedthe prospectof reintrogucing
CONTrols on Germany's Dorgers uniess
European nelghbors sy nchronize
measuresto contaln mutations. Helge
Braun, Merkel's chlef of staff, was
cautiously optimisticin atelevision
Interview on Thursaay. Bloomberg




Biden Unveils National
PandemicResponse
That Trump Resisted

Signs an executive order making wearing masks

inairports and public transportation mandatory

Washington: President Joe Bi-
den will use his first full day in of-
fice on Thursday to go on the of-
fensive against the coronavirus,
with a 21-page national strategy
thatincludes aggressive use of ex-
ecutive authority to protect wor-
Kers, advance racial equity and
ramp up the manufacturing of
test Kits, vaccines and supplies.

The “MNational Strategy for the
Covid-19 Response and Pandemic
Preparedness,” previewed on
Wednesday evening by Biden's ad-
visers, outlines the Kind of mu-
scular and highly coordinated fe-
deral response that Democrats ha-
ve long demanded and President
Donald Trump refused. Instead,
Trump insisted that state govern-
ments take the lead.

Thenew president intends toma-
Ke expansive use of his executive
authority to sign a dozen executi-
ve orders or actions related to Co-
vid-19 — including one requiring
mask-wearing “in airports, on
certain modes of public transpor-
tation, including many trains, air-
planes, maritime vessels, and in-
tercity buses,” according to a fact
sheet issued by the Biden admini-
stration.

With its nominees for top health
positions not yet confirmed by
Congress, the Biden team has as-
Ked Trump's surgeon general, Dr.
Jerome Adams, tostay onasanad-
viser and help with the transition.
But Biden's advisers were not shy
about taking aim at the former
president, whose vaccine rollout
has been the subject of criticism.

“The cooperation or lack of coo-
peration from the Trump admini-
stration has been an impedi-

Joe Blden

ment,” said Jeff Zients, the new
White House Covid-19 response
coordinator, adding, “Wedon't ha-
ve the visibility that we would ho-
pe to have into supply and alloca-
tions.”

The Biden team said it had iden-
tifled 12 “immediate supply short-
falls” that were critical to the pan-
demic response, including No9s
surgical masks and isolation
20WNS, as well as swabs, reagents
and pipettes used in testing — de-
ficiencies that have dogged the na-
tion for nearly a vear. Jen Psaki,
the new White House press secre-
tary, told reporters on Wednesday
evening that Biden “absolutely re-
mains committed™ to invoking the
Defense Production Act, a Korean
War-eralaw, to bolster supplies.

But the president, who has pro-
posed a $1.9 billion coronavirus
aid package, will need the coope-
ration of Congress to carry out
much of his ambitions plan,
which also includes greatly ex-
panding testing of asymptomatic
people to reopen schools and busi-
nesses. NYT



